. a Briefly Touched. 
Tn 4 FOUR-FOLD 


DIALOGUE 


* 


VUpon ſome of the great and 

+ moſt concerning Truths of | 
1 Practical RELIGION. 
. 2 -6- 2%y 


_— 
— 


N 8 rs AL. XIX. Verſe. 11. 


 Morconer by them is thy Servant warned, ani. 
in 5 75 no there is great Reward, 
AED.» | 
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Chriſtian R EADER, 


H E faber Dialogues found it ina the Tres 
_ tiſe that I have by me, Printed about Forry- 
Five Jeers fac ice. They are ſo Spiritual and 
ſweet, that T bad much Fore 3 in peruling | 1 


= 


(of them; Which is the Cauſe that moved me 10 print 


in this little Treatiſe, that rhou mayeſt take Comſort K 
it alſo: In theſe Dialog e, as in a Glaſs, thou mayeſt 
nd by reflefting on the ** bf tbine own Soul, whether 
aber art a true Believer or not; and whether God by 
ir it is carrying on a Wark of Regeneration and Santi. 
cation in thy Hear: and Soul, or not : That thou mayeſt 
Jes the great Difference between thoſe that are ina ſtare 
of Nature, and thoſe that are renewed and brought out 
1 it, by Grace, andthe abſolute neceſſity of ſuch a Work . 
of God upon the Soul, in order to bring the Soul off from 
2 Sin and (elf, and to Prepare the Soul by a Work of 
rrue Holineſs, and reſignation for the Inberitance of the 
| ay in Light, Reader, if ibo art one that God bath 
ö begun ſuch a 15 ork in, and thou findeſt by. Experience it 
, carrying on in thee, then bleſs, praiſe, and adore thy 
God and thy Cbriſt for it, and make it thy chief end and 
Lim to live to him, and to honour and glorify bim in T 

| whole Life and Commerſation, and 10 fee bim to be thy 
Ei in on but 8 thou art till in a State of Na- 


13 + 09s 


tie, and haft vo, Experience of thoſe Things, then my 
1 Advice to tbee is, to read Gods Word and meditate in 


Y 


F With this aud all other experimental Books thou 
canſt get, and lay thy ſelf under the Preaching of the 
Mord, where it is moſt powerfully and lived, and ciy to 
- God. and beg of bim to make the Means a Bleſſing unto 
_ thy. Soul, and to make thee feet thy Miſery out of Chrift 
and thy utter Inability to come to him, but by bis Grace, 
Help and Strength, and to give thee Faith and Repents 
ance and all other neceſſary Graces io enable thee to 
cleave to God in Heart and Life, that thou mayeſt be 
5 Partaker of bis Bleſſings here and enjoy bim bereafter ; 
which is the hearty Deſire of him who bath publiſhed - 
' theſe Dialogues, with a Defign (if it be the Will of God) 
to doe thee good, conſider good Reader, it will be no Ex* 
cuſe for thee at the Day of Judgement, to ſay, thow 
Baaſt no Ability to att any Thing in order to thy Salua- 
tion, I know thy Ability is but ſmall and thy Averſion 
to theſe Things is very great; but remember that God 
bath made thee a reaſonable Creature, and be expetts © 
., That thou ſhould a as ſuch, and to read and bear and 
to give Heed to what thou beareſt, and to think of tby 
State, and examine into it te find out bow ſinful thy 0 f | 
Heart is, aud that all the Act, of Sin in thy Life are || 
farſt bred in thy Heart aud Nature, which is ſovile 7 
and ſinful, that all Evil in thee ſprings from thence, 
and that thy very Nature until it be changed aud ſancs © 
tified by the Grace of God, is as contrary to God, ans 
hrs pure and holy Nature and Law, as Darkneſs is con- | 
trat to Light; and theſe reflecting Ads Sinners are 
capable of as they are rational Creatures, and would 
rtrbey but endeavour to ud det, what is their own State 
end Conditign and to meditate on it, it might ho a good 
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Step towards & Sonee of Sin and their Miſery witboue 
1 Cri ; and it ic my Thoughts that our merciful and good = 
God is never wanting to affiſt thiſe that are bo- 
neſtly inquiring into tbe 8 tate of their own Souls, and 

BI, good Spirit is ready to give & Sence of Sin and bring 
iI rbe Soul to Humility and Brokenefs of Heart, even 10 all 
I ſuch that are faithfull in their Enquiry into the State of 
I.zbeir own Souls; therefore begg of God to pull down' thy 
Pride and ſelf Conceit, and to give thee true Humility 
2 nud lay thee at bis Feet, which I rake to be the true 
V5 for Sinners to ſeek God in: Therefore, as all Grace 
ad ſpiritual Good is Fm God and Chriſt only, let us by 

dur earneſt Prayers and Endeavors cry and groan to him 

for Help our of our Sin and Miſery, who is over All, 
„„ amen: Os CT” 
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. DIALOGUE: 


Avro. I. 


8 5 I N CE we have this Acceſs ro converſe: a Lie: 
pd, le rogetber, I ſbould gladly know how to gain 
a ſuch an Hour, for jome "oli Fruit and Advants 


| age in the Improvement thereof, 
Orv 1 EAT WER 


151 is a rare and unuſual Queſtion, in theſe Times; 
which you now make, though nothing more bighly 
rational and neceſſary, and ſuch as gives Occation to 


ſome fad Reflections, that may be too obvious on 


ſuch a Subject. 1. Of the ſmall Account molt ſeem to 
have of Time, * of the preſent Hours going by, 
who yet cannot poſſibly be ture of the next, nor bring 
again one Minute paſt, Time being ſuch a Tide. tat 


foweth but once, and muſt be either taken, or loft 


for ever. 2. How very ſad the ordinary Diſcourſe 
in Society and Viſits moſt make to other, is ſuch, that 


if one ſhould, keep filent, and overtake with, a Pen, 


what too fiequently paſſerh i in theſe Commutncations, 


. but "ens it oper 8 They eodld not but both - 
B  wouger * 
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| table Recreations. f WF 
5 wonder and be aſhamed at fo ſtrange and deſormed | 
an Image of themſelves. 3. That when ſuck mutu- | 
21 Convetſe and Society together puts oft a Price m 
Mens Hands for ſome gainto] Improvement. hereof, | 
and to make an Intereſt+ for the Lord, with that 
 Chriftian Prudence and Sobriety, in giving others an 
- -eccaſion, more than to appear themieIves; yet how 
rare is it aimoſt to know Chriſtians to be truly ſuch 
by theit walk, except in the Duties ot Worfhip as 
if their Intereſt were not more to live Religion, than | 
to profeſs it ; and that ſo ſolemn and great a Buſineſs | 
3s now before all to die; and know what an Eternty | 
means, with ſo marvellous a Change we muſt admit 
In another World, whither this preſent Hour we | 
_ -Hiften, yea how few can be ſeen in their travelling |. 
Garb with their Loyns trimmed, and their Lampe 
- burning ; but rather as ſuch who minded a ſettling 
Curr, II. Though this be rs the fert beſt CONWiN | JE 
ekelig and clear; yet is it not to aſfrigbt Men with be 
auſterity of Religion, as if ir did warrant no cheerful 
5 1 "02,16 Foam ſe together, and io divert thus in * 
4 an ſuitable Recreat ions, that may be moſt ſatisfying | 
VVV b 
Axsw. I ſhould be very tender te ſplit on agp, |. fo 
ſuch Rock, nor do in the leaſt debate the warrantable | & 
'uſe of Recreations, and neceſſary unbending of Mens fu 
Spirits this way, with ſobriety; but I hope you will [Se 
1 conſeſs, 1. That a ſerious Frame, and the ſavour of | Al 
' ſpiritual Things kept ou the Soul, leads moie in to fo 
Atze delight, and deſirable enjoying of any out» | ce 
Ward Enjoyments, than the furtheſt Liberty, that 1 
| "many take otherwiſe. 2, That a due relicaint thus | # 
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Piety, and Mens private rs, as no Far. 3 
| 16 Not ealy, or to Keep within'theſe bounds of Chrifti- 
an Liberty, Which is found in the cloſe to bring a 
, \ ing DIET mare imbittermg, than the former - 
Plealules Hleemed ſweet, 3. That there needs alſo <4 
a2 gund againit ſuch unwarraitable and prophane A 
Gaines of Lottery, as the Cards and Dice; where the 7 
Hook miy be as evident as the Bait, and with that 
advantage given to the Devil this way, as it is not 
_ ealy for ſuch to play alone, withont having, him a 
Partner, bot h in the Game and Gain; and no won 
der, when he finds ſuch upon his own ground, and at 
2 Work, whae is ſo viſible a contempt and [porting 
gt the Piovidence of God, and taking bis Name in 
., vain; luch a daring to adventure on an immediate 
| deciſion by Lot, which ſhould alone in Things of 
Stesteſt Weight be made uſe of by Prayer : 
Quks r III. Tu know, that beſfles any jueb Di- 2] 4 
verfsuns for Pleaſure, bow moſt bave their ordinary Bu. 
 fineſs and Affair, to tale them up in Converſe and Fel- 3 
Heis rogerher, and [):ſcomſe'thervon, a their ſeveral "0 
| DPuployments he, and bere it 4 concerning Duty. ey Te 1 
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Ausw. I am fat from queſtioninę, what thus may 0 

5 75 either needful, or expecient; yea 1 know one may 
follow with advantage the work of a Chriſtian in 
that way of his outward Calling, more than in the 
furtheſt abſtractedneſs trom the World, and all human 


allo is he a Man, and at the greater ad vantage thus 
fox being active and dexterqus in his cutward Con- 
cerns, but you know rhe time is ſborr, and thefe fre- 
cent intercommunings moſt have about Things of 
\ the World are oft more from a too eager {cent after 


tte lame, than npop grounds either of Neceſſity, or 
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a2 beloved, Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs 
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i Conveniency,, as though there theiz main Work lay; 


and what is for Eternity, were but ſomething on the 
QOQurs r. IV. Since we are thus fallen on ſuch a Subs. 
jeft, 1 ſbould deſire to know, if there be cauſe 10 offend, 
or. queſtion that freedom, which is ſo uſual in Mens or di- 
mary Converſe together, for ſpeaking their Thoughts at 
arge, aud to paſs their Fudgment on others at a liſtanct, 
A they ſee cauſe, or have either Prejudice, or Reſpes to 
| them: For to me it ſeems the moſt common Sub jed of 
Diſcow ſe, almoſt in all Societies?  _ REY 
Axsw. The Occaſion you have for ſuch a Propo- 
ſal, is too manifeſt, and a Diſeaſe ſo ſpreadiug, as 
ſeems to deſpiſe all Remedies, but may be the more 
ſtrange, that it is ſure, this is not with moſt, from 


Want of light concerning Duty, or how deep a Wound j 


they may thus give themlelves more than others: 
But oh is this freedom you ſpeak of 1. To abound in 


Tous toward, all Men, 1. Theſ. 3. 12 and by a tender || 


condeſcending deport to be al thing: to all for the Goſ- 
pol ſake? 2. Is this to enforce reſpe& and an awtul 


regard to the Truth, from ſuch as never knew-the in- 


ward Power thereof on their Soul, fo as they might 
| Cee that a ſerious Chriſtian is the truly beft Friend 


me Neighbour; yea thus to be as a common goog 
nd bieſſing to Mankind; one of whom brings more 


Credit in to the Doctrine of Chriſt than an hundred 


Profe ſſors? 3. Is this to anſwer fo preſſing a Call, 


Col. 3 12. Put on therefore, as the Elef.of God, holy 
of Mind, Meekneſs, Loug-Suffering, Forbearing one” a- 
mother, and Forgiving one another. If any Man haws 

# Ruarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave 7 1 
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| @lſo go you? And is not ſuch tenderneſs in our Walx 
towards others, an mdiſpenſible part of our Sanctiſi | 

f carion, whilft this Freedom you ſpeak of, is too oft a 

© giving vent to ſome hid Bitterneſs and Enmity with- 

iu againſt ſuch, who may be the Object of the Love 

ot God in Chriſt, as all the ſanctified are? But this 

\ feems to be a peculiar Poiſon and Plague of the pre- 

- tent Age. 4. Can you find it ealy, yea pothble to 
have ſuch uſual Freedom you ſpeak of, conſiſtent 
with theſe expreſs Commands of the great Lawgiver ; 
To love ow Enemies, Matth. 5. 44. Not 10 be ovarcome” 


Evil, but ro overcome Evil with Good, Rom. 12 21. 


To peak Evil of none in a defigned blotting ot their 
Name, Tir. 3.7, Jam. 2 18. or [mice them with che 
Tongue? Fer. 20, 19, Sure if theſe be the revealed 


Counſel of God, and a part of that holy and fpotlels 
Rule of our Duty, ſhould not the ſame diſtance, be 


kept here, as with other ſcandalous Sins? 5 What- 
Ever may be of a neceſſa 
againſt others at a Diftance, when the Truth is con- 
cerned, and the Advantage of ſome then prelent, aud 
for their being guarded againſt any contagious Evil 
or Snare, as alio upon a ſerious Reſentment, of wy 
Injury done to the Loid; yea for a juſt and neceſſa- 
y clearing themſelves, from the Repreach of ſuch, 
who through them might thus ſeek to thruſt at the 
Credit of the Goſpel; yet is there not even here a 
ſpecial regard to be had to that end, that ir may b 
for Edrfication, Rom, 15. 2. And that no Bitterneſs 
or Animoſity on ſome other Account be the great in- 
eitement thereto, for then ſuch do ſerve their owa 
Luft and Paſſion, It was a choice Word of one, I 


ſpeak my Judgment of ſuch, 


10 
B 


Y : — 


„ noyys 


Towards thoſe who are at a Diſtance. 8 


ry Call ſometimes to witneſs 
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dee ſo? wayof judging aber, 
Heben Ibove been ah ed, , my Light be bribed to. 
+ Jer vt that moſt dreadful Lujt of Ræuenge 30 18 
Which 18 0 viſible a tiansfoxming into the very Ime 
” - age of the Devil, by which he hath gained his gieat- 
= of T:wwmphs over many. 6. Is this an aniwering 10 
that excellent Rule given by our Maſter, to uo % & 
”'  Thers what we would bave them doing to ws, Maurh, 7. 
x2? Than which (beſides the Authority of the Con: 
mand) nothing is more beautiful, and becoming an j 
immortal Soul, nothing more anſwering to realon than 
thus to argue, how thould I expect or wiſh that mea= | 
fſure from others, if my [Heart doth not ſerve to give | . 


| the teme to then,? 9. And doth not fuck a Freedom | 
you [peak ot, bear a blacker dye, the more "perſonal — | 
Reſp: &s may be thus pretended, when ſome hid | . 
P;ejudice lies at the Root, lince thus it is a more 
dreadtul Dillimulation before God, and the Weund 
made deeper, by being under a fhew andcover of | 
| 


Love, like Foebs deſigned embracement of Ameſa, 
for that very ent that he might ſmight him at the 
Queer. V. What, is there no warrantable judging |. _ 
then of otbers, and condemuing ſuch om whom we in- 
Jurioufly ſuffer, when this is not againſt the Truth 3 5 
' Answ. My Friend, you know there is but one 
ls Fudge and Langiver, wheſe is is 10 fill and make alive, | 
Fam, 4. ver. 12, Though each bath allowed to him 
a judgment of Diſcretion; but there is, I confeſs, a 
choice and and fure way'tor one to judge another, 
Oh that it were more known amongſt Men, to judge 
them by their Walk and Practice; ſo as by tender-' 
neſs and Sobriety to condemn the imbittered Pathon 
| of others by Sieber and Copyalion, thus to cee 
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. How r to | with there 3 in Love. 
(= baſty and bra ling Ienper; yes to take Revenge, 
| 40 a "bleſſed Revenge) on ſuch as hate them by ſcek- 
ing in truth their good, And is it not thus the Hl 
+ Ghoſt hath ſhewed how with the greateſt advantage 
2 Chriſtian. can oppole himſtlt to his Adverlanes, 
and bear witneſs againſt them 2 Cor. ver, 6. By 
\ Pweneſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, Ly Kinaneſs, 
9 the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by be Word 
| Duc, by the e of God, by tbe Armour of Rigbtes 
IR  oufneſs; on the 1ight Hand and on the'left, 
| (QUEST. VI. » duch is the author and beauty. of \ 
| "Bud; even when it is woſt grieving and chutrary to the 
Hleſb, as puts me 10 4 new enquiry on this Subject; 
what ſbould -noji help to that ſweet, and defirable Cuu- 
ver ſe with others in 4 ſad and diſtempered Time, (0 as 
1 Los and Concord: may loſe no ground, and thus 40 an 
wer what Chriſtian Prudence calls for in ſuch a Caſe 2 
> Answ. This, 1 confeſs, were a choice and deſira- 
| ble Project worthy and becoming a Chriſtian to fol- 
lo in the greateſt earneſt, when ſo many low de- 
. figns are this Day on ſoot; not only to adorn the 
. Goſpel, but for their own inward Peace and I ranqui- 
«lity; . for which T may. adventure to offer theſe fe 
=” Things, which Lam ſure cannot be practically undei- 
ſtood, what ever the Times or Place be wherein our 
Lot is caſt, and not help to a ſweet facility in ſuch 
A Duty. 1. 10 guard againſt Creduliry, or a being 
bay to concave anJnjury and lay ing too great à 
Weight on ſudden Conj ctures and Suſpicion, which 
1 alen both to darken and diſquiet the Mind; none 
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| have their after Thoughts enforced an upbraiding of 
"Thame }ves with weakucls aud tolly? ? 1.2, How {week 
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World, and conciliate 
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and eaſy might this become te us in learni 


of the Spirit, and no foftneſs of Nature, ſo bleſſed a 
Cure and Relief to the moft tart and froward Tem- 


per hath ſuch advantage with it to convince the 
ne Reſpects to the truth of 


and gaining an Appearance, And why is ſuch a co- 
ver put on an imbittered and paſſionate Diſpoſition, 


that it is their natural ECompleQion? it may be true, 


but it is ure, it is black Nature unſubdued to the 


Grace of God; wtalit many naturally paſſionate and 
cholerick bave through Grace got that Congueff over 
themſelves, as'tew with whom they have converſed , 
could diſcern any ſuch thing, even upon moſt re- 
mar kable Provocations. 3. To know, and be un- 


der ſome weight of this, as a ſpecial opportunity for 


_ . the Lord, the Loſs whereof ſhould be a Loſs indeed, 
when there is ſuch a Call, to quite evil with good, - 


Lok. 6. v. 35. And are not a Chriſtians Op- 


275 


at, 


FPortuniries a part of his Riches and Treaſure? I know 
7515 will ſeem a ſtrange contradiction to many, but a 


ſubdned Chriſtian by the Grace of God, is à ſtrange 


and marvellons thing. 4. Let us know more wat 


x is to be bumble, and then forbearance and tender 


 ondeſcendance in our Walk with others will native- 
Jy follow. O bleſſed bumiliry, that ſhineth moſt in 
Its diſappearing, and lays the Chriſtian more truly 


near his Hope, yea nearer to Heaven, when it lays 


— — „ Gen, 


2 


4 
Ef 


* . 0 
' , * 4 * 4 4 6 
24 4 q A o = C . ; Sa” 5 LOA * * 2 
70 \ F a > : : ” "FR BUDS. > - * 2 4 * 1 122 | : * 1 
8 "wp 7 Sy _ 1 $5.0 1 1% "+ 1 n 2 Hs 4-44 i * 8 | WH ln FF a. a4, 1 1 4 A ws . . > : 4 * * 47 * : j 
1 + ee ie ad Cate te dro pos ws We hb lege: ; 4 +4 440k 16:5: e on eee eee ity e e A 1,544 no bids — 
4 oy 1 LE . 8 


W 


wing that 
TLeſſon more from our bleſſed Maſter of Meekneſs, 
"Marth. 11. ver. 2. Which is one of the rare Graces. | 


His Face on the Duft, than when his Head hath ſeem- 
ed to be among the Stars, O what ſweet and de- 
CCW 
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Ho to well with otherg in Love, 
| able Society would this make amongſt Chriflians, 
whichteacheth effectually to paſs by Injuries, and not 
ſeek their own Glory, or to dare a deſpiſing of others; 
which by keeping the Spirit low fits them for nearer. 
Con verſe with God, and a being led in the way of 
his Counſels, and whilſt Pride ſwells, and cauſeth a 
Fever in the Soul, this brings ſo ſweet and ſenſible a 
cool thereto; yea it is one of the two great Leſſons, 
that Chriſt hath put by themſelves, Matth. 11. v. 29. 
and thus enſured a reft and tranquillity of Soul, what» 
ever be the changes of their outward Lot. 5. Let 
us alſo for this end get fight much kept of that great 
Example ſet before us tor our conformity thereto, 
1 Fer. 2. 23. Who being reviled, reviled not again, hut 
committed bimſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly, and it 
is Care we then truftrate our relief in the laſt part of 
theſe Words, if the firſt be not ſeriouſly taken along 
_ «therewith. 6. We have this excellent Rule alſo ex- 
|  prefly commanded us, To {eek Peace with all Men and 
' follow after it, Pj 24 v. 14. Heb. 12. 14. Nea even 
with ſuch, from whom we have ſuſtained the greateſt 
Injury; nor can it anſwer this to give it entertainment, 


when it comes; but to go forth and meet the ſame, <1 
yea to ſeck it when it is a miſling, and though it flee, 1 

to follow it. O! what a lovely appearance doth this RP | 
put upon Chriſtians, and gives them a greater Vidto- Il 
ry, than to overcome a City, when thus Grace in its 


vigorous exerciſe ia one, meets with the prevailing. 
cotruption of another, and by yeilding overcomes; . 11 
by a humble condeſcencance ſubjects the Proud, ſo | 
as to enfotce their falling before that more excelleng,; 1 
Spirit, with a diſcernable au e and authority over them, 8 
t Greater is be who i in them, than be who is in the || | 
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T 
old, x, Fob. 4. u. 4. , Let us be tender in taking 
offence no leſs, than in giving, in a hafty,judging of | 
Perſons, or Actions at a-diftance, hen we cannot ſo e 
_ *eertathly know, what Circumſtances may concurr in 
13 uch a caſe, and ſure each may know, how many 
things have begot Jealouſy and bitterneſs of Spirit, 
if . - which upon more clear and convincing trial have not. 
J - had the leaſt ground, whilft thus the great Adveriary 9 | _ 
I of the Church getteth advantage. 8. To be low tos 

peak, which hath its pecvliar beauty and advantage 
ut all times is of ſingular uſe here, when under any jj 
Hir or perturbation of Spirit, thus to get a refiraint 
over themſelves, till the Water be more clear, and 
the Mud fallen to the Ground. O what a choice TY 
mean were this to prevent the frequent diſcompoſure 
many fall in, to be under ſome ſerious and ſevereRe-- | 
\  Tolution, not ta ſpeak for ſome time, when they are 
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1 and hew. ſweet and quieting ſhould this 
be upon after Thonghts? 9. A being much at home |} 
phy ſelf- reflection, and having our Eyes turned inward, T' _ 
pould much help to blunt the ckeeneſs of that edge. 
* which is too oft againſt others, and put Chriftians on 
another ſcent, how ro. reſtare ſuch with the Spirit ß 
Meekneſs, wha may be overtaken with a Fault, confider=® \ 
ing thy ſelf, left thou alſo be tempted, Gal. 6. v. 1. 
Here muſt be nc cover, for any coolneſs, or indiffer- 
ency in the matters of Truth, but it is ſure, there is 
| a Tweet Concord there, in the zeal of God with te 
Spirit of Meeknefs, and no jar, but what our Cor |. 
[/  muption makes O bleſſed they who can go the fur® 
| - theft length of ceding in their own Things, and 
deer perſonal Reflections, but may not, nor dare 
daun any thing upon their Maſters Intereſt. I r 
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bond Chriftian Soctory and Converſe then haue; and 


ey * 


mw. SARI n þ TY. 24 dai * 
wb per{waded one great let of ſuch a diſcernable 


©  witholding of the Influences of God, and which ob- 


ſtructeth Prayer at this Day, is mueh there, that the 
Spirit of Love and Tenderneſs f is not more entertain 
ed amongft Chriſtians, 

" QuesrT. VII. V »beſe Tyuths you Peak 7 were tank 
ade Enown, what another Luſtre and Appearance 


' the Times we are now fallen in ſeem to need Exan los 
more than Precepts this way; but ob! for what ue can 
 Jome be to promote any intereſt for God, who are in * 
wean and low a Capacity + 


_ = Amsw. Why do you thus ſpeak ? For it is s ſure; 


none can want — trial in this preſent Caſe, to 
give a convincing Example to others of the Truth 
and Power of Godlineſt; nor is there any Lot and 
Condition ſo low and obſcure, where theſe Advantage 


es does not wait them for ſome hononrat le Seryite: to. 


the Lord in their Day. 1. To adorn the Doctrine of 


* the Goſpel, by a Chriſtianly prudent and tender walk 


in ſhewing forth the Power aud Vertues of bim, that 


7 bath called them,” and thus by commending Holineſs, 


to gain Reſpect to the Truth, even from the Conſei · 
ends of ſuch as hute it. How remarkably -hath this 


made à very mean and ebfcnre Perſon otherwiſe, 


_ ſhine with greateſt brightneſs in the Place and Core 
ner he lived in? 2. And doth not times of deepeſt 
 Diftreſs; in a Jaw and afflifted ſtate afford moft ſpes 


cia Opportunities for ſome eminent Fruit and Ser- 


vice of ſeſus Chriſt ? by abaſement rather than abounds . 
ing? Yea what? is not the Affliction and Poverty 
of the meaneſt a'Talent to improve for the Lord, and 
1 _ to bim by Patience and Chriſtian en⸗ 
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11 0 "Pha Sela x waits ona ns che 8 
diͤuring with Cheerfulneſs, that it is for his Sake, no 
lels than the greateft enlargement of others? 3 As 
no Service to ſuch a Mafter ſhall ever be loſt, or 
want of beving more given in to ſuch, who are faithful in 

their little, hath not thus alſo the meaneſt Chriſtian. 
ſome Call from the Company he may be caſt in, when 
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Atheiſm is at ſiich a height, and 8 of 


Mockers almoſt every where abounding, to confeſs. 
Jeſus Chrift, and his Truth before Men, by ſome 


grave and convincing Witneſs: thereto, as well, 4s 


when he is called before Rulers? fince to ſuch an oc- 
caſional Call, that Scripture hath a reſpe& likewils,.. 
as well as to a more folemn and Wan Appearance, 


Matth. 10 32. He that confeſſerh me before Men, him 
will J confeſs before my Father and his Angeli: Oh! 


What it is to know, Pſal. 42, 2. IL was n a Sword 


in my Bones, when they ſaid unto me continually, where 
is thy God? 4. Can a:Chriftians Lot be too bow: for 


| following ſo * a Service to the Publick Intereſt f 


the Church, by Prayer and wreſtling in Secret, when 


there is no Witneſs from without, but he who ſeeth 
in Secret, will not let this want an open Reward, and - | 
il not here, yet at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt? 


QuzsT.” VIII. But fbould not thus, ſuch whoſe . 
dit. with Men cannot hear them out with much weig be, 
become but a Matter of Sport and Derifion to theſe — 


converſe with, in a time when ſerious Religion is looked, 
an, as the greateſt of Foolifbneſs ; yea ſhould it not re- 


Wain ones Caſting of Pearles before Swine, left they: 
turn again, and tear them? Mat. 7. 5. 

Aysw, You know that Chriſtian Wiſdom i is pro- 
table to direct in ſuch a Duty as occaſion offers, and 
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1 That there is ſome Awe a 
tend the Truth of Holineſs, even in a very mean Per- 


N * by e N 
dar | | 1 Pl a a. PE ns 
7 TR 


Hus io converſe with Mockers of Piety. 13 


_ advantage preſent Circumſtances may offer of deny, 
for Edification; but I muſt ſay, carnal Prudence 

takes oft too much advantage here; and in no time 
bath that Truth wanted à convincing Seal of the 


Lords C bochng the foolifþ Things of the World to con- : 


found the wiſe, und Things that are deſpiſed, yea Thiugs 
'7bat are not, bath be choſen, to bring to naugbt Things 
\Tbat are, that no Fleſh ſbauld glory in bis Freſence, 1. 
Cor. 1. 27. 28. And it is fure, you cannot but know, 


Authority, which at- 


ton on the Conſcience of Men, who may be other- 
wiſe haters thereof; Yea to enforce ſame greater E- 
vidence of their Reſpects. 2. And does not ſerious 
Piety and Prafticel Prudence mutually ſtrengthen other, 

ſio as the more a Chriflian, the more he is thus at an 
Advantage to know his Duty, and be ſagaciouſly 
Wicerning therein. 3. But how amazing is ſuch 4 
| Reproach caſt at this Day upon Fiery, of weaknels 
and fooliſhneſs (not but that Chriſtians in truth, may 


be found in many Things imprudent, which is he» 
cauſe they are not more Chriſtians) whilſt the na« 
tive reſult of ſerious Godlineſi is ſo evident, to have 


a watching Eye over ones Spirit, to the moderation 
of Paſſions, and a ſweet calm and compoſure 


Mind, amidſt the many Snares and Temptations, | 


here: Their Heart thus lying near to their working 
Band, as Solomon ſhews, avg 0 10 2. A wiſe Man's 
Heart is at bis right Hand, 
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a Fool i is at bis left. 
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* Ant FE. 14 As communing we 1010 at our "oY 
meeting together, (which 1 hope may nod 


t * this. 
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differ om the reſt of Men, not in Degree, but in Kind 


1 brve the Beaſts. 
— 1 


1 Converſe therewith, but ſuch cleareſt Evidence bath 
the certainty of this from the Scripture, and hes 2. 
gloſe with the whole thereof, as t am ſure, they n 
quit the Bible, and this together; whilſt theſe are ſo 
3 r even to * denſe. 3 That ons eie 
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Want | ome Fruit) puts me to follow this advantage 
+ of our preſent Converſe upon a further Account, for 

. clearing ſome of the moſt weighty Concerns of Chriſ- | 
- __ tianity; and to loſe no dah the * nnn, A 
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or is is ; Ad clear, that thers are two cone. 
trat States, to which the whole Race of Mankind be» 
longr;, @ Seare of Narure, and that which wa muſt le 
' . enteredimto by Grace, yea, that the new Birtb and that 

marvellous Change by Converſion makes a Chriſtian, to 


and Nature, no leſs than the State a Man harp — N 


1 f is not Grange, though ſo GY a Truth ſhould 1 
be marvellous to our Thoughts, upon any ſerioaa 
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culiar to his kind. 3. Is it not known with the fur- 


theſt Evidence, the truth ofa vital ſcent'and air with - 
ſerions Godlineſs, which'no fair ſhew in the Fleſh, or 
any Profeſſion can poſſibly counterfeit, no more than 
tze greateſt Artiſts could paint the ſweet ſmell of 
the Violet and Roſe, or make a dead Picture to breath 


and move. 4. You may ſee thereallity of this State, 


whoſe native Tendency is to move upward to its Oe 
 riginal, as naturally as the Sparks go upward, ia 


Love, Deſire, and a feeling Intercourſe then with 


bim; yea with ſuch a ſupernatural inſtinct, which is 


no leſs marvellous and evident, than that of the 


young Child moving toward the Breaſts, 5, It is 


| ſuch a State, where you may fee the moſt diſcerning: 
of Men ia 4 natural Condition know not, nor can un- 


derftand what belongs thereto, or what theſe felt 


Enjoyinents of God and his workiigs on the Soul 
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|. The Truth of two contFaty States here. 1 
an cannot beget another; and how far this new Life 
by Grace is above Nature, or the poſhbility of Second 
- Cauſes, which no Arguments, ar perſuaſives of Elo- 
quence by moral Influence could ever effectuate, but 
| is the immediate Work of the Spirit, and forming of 
a new Geation by the Word of the Goſpel, in the 
naked ſimplicity thereof. 2. How clear is the Truth 
of this marvellons State of Grace, by fo viſible a re- 
ality of the Effects and Operations thereof; as to 
change an impoiſoned Nature, and take off that im- 
- bred averſion to Spiritual Things; the ingrafting of 
the Word by a ſecond Impreſſion of the Law written 
upon the Heart and inward Parts, whereby it is trans- 
formed into the ſame Image; yea ſuch convincing 
effects, as a living Chriſtian may be as diſcernable, 
As one being a living Man, by Signs and Marks pe- 
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„„en of corrupt Nature, 
are, or their being brought near to his reconciled 
Face in Chriſt, and laid under theſe warming Beams; 
no more than the Beafts of the Field know what be- 
long to the State of Man, which is ſo high in its 
Kind above them. 6. Such a State alſo, as needs 
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the continued Breathings and Influences of the Spirit 7 


of Lite, 10 keep it anus vigorous Exerciſe, no leſs | 
than the ath 


ched Ground need of the Rain, with- 
out which it is dried and lapguiſheth; yea ſuch as 
you know hath its Food, Delights and Griefs pecu- 


ur to its own Natwe, with which Strangers cannot 


SOS.) Eee es WEL TY 
Orrs r. II. But ſince it is too evident that the woſt 
of Men, and ſo many of notable Gifts and Endowments 
know nothing what belongs to that State you ſpeak of, or 


or what is further than tbe Condition they are in by Na- 
ture: Ob! is char natural State, ſo very dreadful and 
 affrighting as you ſeem to underſiand, or that none 
' Pofibly can be ſaved berein, whilſt not ſo groſs and cor | 


_ Thipt as other 


. Answ. You know what Account the Scripture 


hath given of this, and how exact a Pourtraicture is 


there of ſuch a State in its true Shape and Colours; 


and if Men will but credit their own Eyes, let them 
\ but firſt look in on themſelves, and then abroad upon 


the World, and 1 am ſure, ſuch muſt ſee, that the 
Face does not more anſwer to its own reſemblance in 


the Glaſs, than this deplorable State of Nature, with- 
dut renovation by Grace does anſwer that marvellous. 
und clear diſcovery of the Holy Ghoſt in the written 
Word thereof; and oh! is it not an amazing, and. 
horrid Sight, when ſuch is the State of Nature, @ 1. 


Neither can, nor will receive the Things of the Spirit 1 * 
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| | themſelves vile thereby, yea ſuch, as none can put 
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petucus boilings of Envy, 


© "what do theſe ſtrange Conflicts, and contrary Tides, 
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Obk, 3 Ov. yo 14, But her le the ſom 
alon, in the Things of a Man both na- 


to pve of Reaſon, Lan both ng 
tural and civil, yea in the Theoryyof religious TOW, 5 
yet neither knows, nor can ſayour what Spiritna 
Truths are in themſelves, and their own Nature. 

2. Where you ſee fo ſtrange an Eumity and imbred A4. 
+ | Henation from the Life of God, with a continued by- 
and tendency againſt Holineſs, Gal. 4. ver. 29. 
Ppbere no private Quarrel, or perſonal Intereſt giy- 

eth Tiſe thexeto: Yea thus how no Enmity is are ' 
deep and fixed againft the Goſpel, than that which 
follows a poliſhed, and refined Nature 3. It is not 
onty the Saints, who have each an unregenerate.Paxt 
within, but a natural Conſcience 1s enforced to wit- 
neſs how Sin is attended with Shame, and a making 
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on their Cloaths in the Morning, but may 
Account of the fallen State of Man, 4. From whence 
are theſe Wars and Figbrings without, and theſe im- 
s b rath, and Reyenge with 
in? Are they not from the Luſts of the Fleſb, Fam, 4. 
ver. 16. Yea ſuch cager graſpings after that Bait of 
carnal Pleaſure, even whilſt they know the imbitter- 
ing Sting which infeperably follows thereon? 5. And 


with which Men are ſo oft horried and rent in Pieces, 

_ as with wild Horſes, betwixt their Judgment and 
Win, which once were in a ſweet League, ſuch as e- 
ven Heathen were forced to ſee and confeſs, t hat if 

tze Mind of flagitious Men were laid open, it would 
be ſeen how they are cruciated and puniſhed by their 
con Sins, and as the Body is rent and torn by Tor- 
ind, by Cruelty, Envy, Luft, aud 
\D * Pallion, 
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Paſſion, with R inordinate Deſires aud Perturba- 


tions within? O! What do theſe mean, if you will 
but come near to conſider this fo fad and amazing a 


Sight: Are they not a vilible tranſcript of black Na- 
ture De Man is fallen? 6. And what a hor- 


hing mut that be, that ſhould be capable of ſuch 
1 22 of the Holineſs of God, and ſo inſenſible 


| 9 own Vileneſs and Pollution, yea ſuch as ren- 


Men under the greateſt advantage of all accom- 


"6 Pliftinents of Gifts whether Moral or Natural; yea 


"the preateſt of Men, who are Strangers to a renewed 
Slate, to be the vileſt and baſeſt Part of the Creati- 
| on? And O what a dreadful Sight will ſuch once be 

"to the Saints and Angels, when the ſinſulneſs of Sin, 
and the Shame of their Nakedneſs ſhall be then ſhew- 


p- el forth? 


QvesrT. II. Tbongb I am inforced to . ro ſuch 
5 ad and undeniable Seiden, of that deplorable State 

"Men aro in by Natwe, whilft though it cannot be bid yet 
"bow little is it confidered, or laid 10 Heart? But ob! i. 


© " rbove ſo indiſpenſibie a neceſſty of Holineſs and to kuow 


"the inward Power thereof on the Soul, and of a new Life 
begbt in us by Regeneration, as none can be poſſibly ſaved, 
l Jecured fom everlaſting Wrath without this, whilſt 


* there is ſuch «bounding Light in theſe Times, yea a vi. 
Ihle adberence, and afſent to the Dodtrine of Griſt ty 


many who may 'be Strangers to this Y 


* 


1 Axtw. Iſhall but offer ſome grounds to clear 
3 the abſolute and peremptory neceffity of this you 


* ſeem to queſtion, and then leave you te judge about 
it, when you have once brought them near your 
Thboug hts. 1. Though our Right and claim to an e- 
def _ mult alone be by the * . 
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di” fed State where is the perfect enjoyment of God; 6 / b 
ſince there is an amazing inconſiſtence with the Na- = 
ture af the Things themſelves, how ſuch could poſfi- 1 


by dwell there, whO were never made meet tobe part 

' ers of that Inheritance of tbe Saints in Light by a new N. 
| Pare,Col. 1. v. 12. 4. And what a ſtrange contradicti- 95 N 
vn to Reaſon is this, for to think they are approaching ol 
to Glory, if it be not in the way to Grace, or that 8: | 
| ſuch can love that in another World, which they now F 
ſo viſibly hate, or can thus own any true defire or - 
hope of that ble ſſed State, who have ſuch a natural 21] 
and imbred averſion ta the begun enjoying of it here, 
| in th. fe and work of Sanctification. 5. It isſure 
| that our eternal Life in Glory muſt be begun in that uy 
nem Life, winch is by Grace formed here in the 

| Soul ; nor can ſuch ever poihbly expect to enter that "FJ: 
Kingdom which is above, where the Kingdom of 
God in ſome meaſure is not kno#n within here, biß, 
eee en, e Lf | 
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the Faith 


bimſelf jor me, Galat. 2. ver 20. TN FORT 
Ons r. IV. I confeſs it i; not eaſy, except Men 


tuen reſoluely Atheiſts, to debate this Truth, but Ob! 


what ſbould it mean, that ſo few can be ſeen in earneſt 


in Jucb a Throng of profeſſed Chrifians, with that excel» 


As w. It is irreſiflable Grace which alone can 


. make this effectual. But 1 ſhall offer ſome few en- 
forcing Moti ves for fo great and neceſſary a Study, 
with this one Defare, that you might in earneſt think 


thereon, when alone. 1. That it is more excellent 


and deſirable to exerciſe Grace, than to enjoy Com- 
fort, when the more tharp and ſearching Conflicts 
this meets with for Trial, the more Fruit and Gain 
n going to the fore here and for ever; Yea are not 
the moſt remarkable Aſſaults and Trials of a Chriſ- 
tians Life ſome of his greateft Opportunities for ſow- 
Ing te the Spirit, Gal. 6, ver. 8. and being faithful to 
rbeir Meaſure and Talent, Matib. 25. ver. 15, Yea 


ſuch, wherein our bleſſed Head, in the Truth of his 


Grace in them, and marvellous Power thereof, hath 
ſo conſpicuous a Triumph in each of his People, which 
mould be accounted a Gain to ſuch, 
_ deft Loſs they can ſuflain otherwiſe, 2. That 


beyond the ſad- 
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Rom 14. ver. 17. Though it ſure alſo, that 
Grace, and Grace alone muſt ſum and clofe all our 
Accounts, yea that the whole of practical Godlineſs 
muſt reſolve there, T /5ve, yer not J, but Cbriſt liveth 
in me, and the Life I now live in the Fleſb, I live by 

of rhe Sou of God, who loved me, and gave 


not 
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Tent fludy of Holineſs, who yet come the furtbeſt leugib * 
| 4 * ent thereto, and what might moſt belp fo this || 
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Motives to the ſivdy of Holineſs, 2 ⁴ 
| , the leaſt ad, or exerciſe of Holineſs, and wheitſoever J 
Hhath been done for the Lord can be loft, but ſhall be 
bud in Remembrance and abide for Ever, in its eter® | 
nal Reward; yen nothing of the Chriſtiaus Work m 
doing, or enduring, their ſecret wreftling's againſt 
| "Sin, the reſiſting of Temptations, Martificat:ion, and 
Patience for the Name of Chriſt, when moft hid from 
' the Eyes of Men, ſhall be forgot by him who ſees in 
Secret, to meet them once and for ever, with their 
M.aſter's Acceptance, well done, c. Marth. 25. ver. 
21. in the fulneſs of Joy, and their being rewarded 
before the Angels all the Redeemed, © who . 
would not run, though all the way ſhould be through 
Thickets of Briacs and Thorns, who have uch a juy 
and hope ſet before them? And that here is no doubt- 
ful or conjeQural Thing, go to the Scriptiire and ice 
what is fo expreſly ſhewed, 2. Cor, 4 ver. 17. For our | 
» dight Afiiftion which is but for a Moment, ( whereby 
the Chriſtians Sanctification is both tried and exer- dt | 
ciſed) workerh for wa far more exceading and eternal 1 
weigbt of Glory, 1. Pet. 1. J. That the trial of your 
Ful being much wore precious, than the Gold that pe» 
iſberb, thougbit bs tried with Fire, might be found . 
20 Praiſe, and Glory, and Honour, at the Appearance of 
1 Cbriſt: and Rev. 14. ver, 13. Aud I heard 
Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, Bleſſed are the 
Dead, who die in the Lord, from henceforth: Tea ſairh | | 
{ the Spirit, for they reſt from their Labour, and their || | 
| Pork ds follow them; They go not betore, ſince it's || | 
the Blood of Chrift which only can do this, and 
make ſurethe Chriſtians Entry into that bleſſed Land: 
"I But they ſhall aſſuredly follow, and abide for erer 
| before the Lord. 3. And is not Senftification te 
I 1 D3 | e higheſt N 
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"ot excellency that humane Nature is capable of, - | 


and no leſs marvellous than our Nude cen b by Chriſt 
from eternal Wrath, in having the Soul thus ſubdu - 
ed by Grace, and to be made Partakers of the Divine 
Nate? O how great and aftonifhing « Thing is it, 


that the Seed and Principles of Holineſs in the Chriſ- 
tian Soul ſhould be preſerved amidfi ſuch continual | 
Aſſaults of Corruption within, and theſe Temptati- 

on that are without, asa ſpark of Fire in the mioſt 


of Waters, which impetuouſly run to quench the fame 3 
yea that ſuch a Party, as x(t Devil, the World and 


the Fleſſi, by which the moſt of Mankind is ſo viſi- 


Ih enſlaved, and kept in Chains, yet thus made to 


Hall in their greateſt Strength, before the Truth of 


Holineſs, in the meaneft of the Saints, though no» 


thing here for them ro boaſt in of themſelves, but in 
the Power of Cbrift thus refling upon them, 2, Cor, 12, 
ver. 9. That Day, O bleſſed Day! is approaching, 


when this Scriptüre ſhall be fully vnderftood, which 


J have ſometimes thought on as a Truth of greats 


eft Weight, 2, Thefſ. 1. 10. When be (ball come to 


be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all them 
haz Believe « Which 1 is not only to be admired by 
them, but in them; for what he hath wronght and 


perfected 1 in them, as well as done for them. 4. Is 


wein, af this be not underſtood, what a preſent and 
. tenſibie Relief is here 1n Love, Humility, MMeekneſs, 
"if "88 OO and e to the adde Diſtempers of the 

i} SY . Mind? 
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it not known and tried, that without Holineſs in its 
lively exerciſe, all aſſays for inward Peace or Tran- 
1 quithty of Mind, and that compoſure of the Affecti- 
ous, Which is both ſo comforting and beautify ing of 
Chriſtian, will be in vain? and ch! what does re- 
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1, Motive: tothe fludy of Hofe, 23 
Mind? Hal. 119; 165, Great "Poave baue they = 
Joe thy Law, and nothing (ball offend them" That 
"whilſt Satan is at the furtheft at work to faint; and 
- craſh the Chriſtian in his Journey homeward; yet can 
he only reach a btuiſing of their Heel, who are thus 
ſecured by the whole Armour of God, from à thruſt.ae 
their vital Parts, Eph. 6. ver, 14, and therefore it is 
remarkable, that there is no piece of Armour there 
— given for the Back, but only to ſuch as withtt a nd 
And reſiſt, nor to thoſe who flie. 5. Is not the Frurs 
-calleth from his followers here, to adorn the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, and ſhew his Grace towards them Has 
not been in vain? And are not theſe ſuch Fruit: 
„which can only be brought forth in the Seaſon there- 
of, a Seaſon that is ſhort, and for all Eternity wil! 
© not recurr again? 6. It is ſure; nothing is fo lovely | 
to raviſn the Soul with the Glory and excellency 
= thereof as this, were it ſpiritually diſcerned ;. tofee 
and admire that infinite Purity, Righteouſneſs; Truth 
and Love ſhining in the great Pattern Chrift him- 
ſielf. and what a marvellous Luſtre the fcflection heres 
bol hath, even on his Followers here on the Earth, in 
ſiome begun conformity to his glorious Image, whilft 
not one Glance thereof in truth, (Whatever he of a 
falſe Shew) is to be found in the whole Worid be desg 
Ob were it believed, how much of Heaven might bo. 
k enjoyed here by a greater length in the {indy of Ho- 1 | 
lineſs; and what inexpreſſible Joy, Peace and ferenjs | | 
175 ty of Spirit doth aſſuredly wait thereon; hat ſwee : 
facility and delight is thus reached in the Chriſtians 
Work, when their Mot ion lies from the inward: Prin. at | 
5 ciples of a new Life, yea tllat it is ſure, the mabeſfſt 
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' thu Day is by Grace called up to higher State, than | 
that of the greateft Monarchs of the Earth, and if | 
tthere were no greater Intereſt and Preferment to be 
we could not eafily know what were deſir able here 
FCC 
Quer. V. Since ibeſe Truths ere to the furtboſt 
Least Bupneſs I haus to follow in ths fem Day, I am to 
- warm the Hortb, ro effered of an eternal Bleſſed- 
eſe; 4 wonld in earteff tnow, what are the moſt clear 
Chriſt, and the certainty of Converſion, that I lewn 
mot ay Peace bors on ſome falſe ground, when it js ſo a+ 
nating 4 what rate mam now own themſelves to be 
eri; for if I be deceived about that, and go 
wird the Multitude ;\ Ob then I am deceived indeed, 5 
wbb Eternity cannot recover again, through want of | 
ie ſerions trial of this within Toe?  , | 
} Awow. It ie great Buſineſs you are upon, and 
'  .affuredly the bigheft Work of a Chriſtians Life now 
tt live ſor God, and to know they ſhall for ever be 
with bim in Glory: Ohl how rare are thoſe in this 
n Age, who are un this trial, and to work out their 
wi aboutithe Things of this Life, as almoſt no Time 
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| un be found for the one noceſſary Tb: . It is ſure, : 
'> »20 have an Evidence of our being in the ſtate of Grace, 
is ol more worth than all the Trouble can be in ac- 
[| | , 1:quiring it, and if ſuch die in a miſtake here, they 
dre then undone for ever; but it is ſtrange whar 
means ſuch balting and uncertainty in this Matter, 
wen it is ſo clear. 3. That there is ſuch a certainty | 
[1 "oy 1 11 by Wok „ attainable 7 
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>. Trial of a Chriſtians State. 23 | 
Je attainable of one's State and being in Chrift, as can 
make it eaſy to adventure into Eternity with that - 2 | 
 allurance, For me #0 die is Gain, Ppil. 1. 21. and that 
941. 73. 24. He will guide me by his Counſel," and 4. 
 Terward receive me to Glory. Which I am ſure, were 
it more underſtood, the greateſt Trial of a Chriftian 
then ſhould be more how to bear his Joy, than his 
_  Griefs, even under the foreſt preſſure of Affliction; "9 
yea the greateſt acts of Patience and Self-denial would 
be to be willing and ſubmithve to ſtay for fome time 
here. 2, It is ſure, che Scripture leaves none to a 
donbttul or uncertain Enquiry concerning this; but 
hath fo clear and difting a Sound, as none needs ſay, 
Who ſball go wp 1 Heaven, that we may know, whe=- 
ther we ſhall dweli there for ever, ſure b Word it 
near, Row. 10. ver. 8, Deut. 30. ver. 12. and Theſe 
Things are written that our Joy may be full, u; Fob. 1. 
ver..q. and That theſe who believe, may know they 
baus eternal Life, 1. Fob. 5. ver. 13. 3. Though the 
Work of Trial corterning a Chriſtians State be ok 
greateſt Weight, yet lies it not in any long Circuit, 
or many Words, but it is ſuch as from ſome few clear 
plain and infallible Marks, which are founded upan 
_ cleareſt Evidence from the Scripture, may be with 
the furtheft certainty determined, 4. It is to the 
trench Stone, but not to the ballance a Chriftian muſt 
here come for, Trial, that it be true in the kind, even 
whilſt the degree and meaſure may be very ſmall to 
their Eyes. 5. But it is needful to know that tue 
loweft degree of Grace is above Fleſh and Blood, ſo 
as none can come to Jeſus Chriſt, without a drawing 
Power from himſe lf, and ſuch a Pull at the Heart, ag? 
muſt bring che Gripe with it. But to come a little, 
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26 Trial of a Chriſtians State. 0 
more near to your Propoſal, Do you in truth quefſi- 
on, if you have ever yet paſt the new Birth, and be 
in the State of Grace, and where yon ſhall dwell for 
ever? You may then bring it to a ſpeedy cloſe up- 
dn theſe clear and undeniable grounds. I. That the 
Scriptures bring down before our Eyes that greateſt 
depth of Election, ſo as it can be no more fare ſuch 
ſhall be ſaved, who are predeftinate to Life, were it 
) poſſible to ſee their Names writ in that ſecret Roll of 
? the eternal Counſel of God, than it is ſure ſuch are 
eeelected, and ſhall undoubtedly be ſaved, who have 
cCcoome to [eſus Chrift in the acceptation of his offer in 
|” the Goſpel; for thus muſt we ficſt make our effefinal * 
| - Calling ſure, and then we aſſuredly know our Eleſtion. 
2. Pet, 1.10, 2. There can be no debate here, that 
where Converſion is, the work of the Spirit muſt be 
then known in convincing Men of Sin. Job. 16. 9. 
mice the great Healer can be no Phyſician to the 
whole, but to the ſick, Marth, 9. 12. ſuch who have 
bdeen in ſome Meaſure pricked to the Heart with ſuch 
2 A Sight of a natural State, the tinfulneſs of Sin, the 
1 ſpiritual extent of the Law in ſome ſuch Meaſure and 
Degree, as is needful to make room for Jeſas Chrift, 

„ which had never a weight on them before; that as 
|} the Needle in the Compals in a continued agitation, | 
1 and cannot fix until it be at the right Point and ſettle | 
there, then, O then is there no poilible quiet, until 
they have found a Reſt in Feſus Chrift, Marth. 1 1. 29. 

3. Vany be in Chrift, be is a new Creature, 2. Cor. 5. 
17. which is the ne Man that all muſt put on, whe 
were ever ſavingly called, and thus know what it is 
1 to have that witneſs within of the ſanQifying Work 
bv the Spirit, which is always a ſure, though not al- 
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0 Trial of a Chriſtians State. 27 
ways alike clear Evidence of a new State and being 
in brit, Rom. 8. 1. Yea it is ſure, the e Birth 
mulſt de once paſt here, Fob. 2. 3. elſe you are loſt for 
Eternity, and now judge what comforting Evidence 
you have got ef this, if you were to look Death at 
this preſent Hour in the Face, 4. Is any thing more 
plain and expreſs, than this is from the Scripture, 
that to ſuch as are ſaved, the truth of the Goſpel, _ 
and of a crucified Chriſt is the Power and the Wiſdom of 

God? 1. Cir. 1. 24 and have you this Witneſs to bear 

- from undoubted Experience, that you have got ſuch 
2 Sight of the drawing Power and Beauty of Jeſus 
Chrift in the offer of the Goſpel, that paſſeth natu- 
ral Underſtanding as hath determined your conſent 

to the furtheſt to embrace ſo invaluable a Bargain, 
though it ſhould be at the Rate to ſel! all to make 

ſuch a Purchaſe, Marrh, 13. 46. 5. It is expreſs and 
clear from the Scripture, that with a converted State 
there alſo is known a ſpiritual Light and diſcerning 
| ofarbe Things that are $-ely given wu of God, 1. Cor. 2, 
12. which they never knew before; yea, that there 
is no middle State betwixt theſe two, of being tran- 

' flated out of the Darkneſs of Nature ie 1bat marvels. 
Lens Light of the Goſpel, which then ſhineth in upon 
tze Soul, when once that bleſſed Day of Converſion. 

hath begun to dawn. 1. Fer. 2. 9. And now can you 
upon ſureſt Trial, ut 70 your Seal that God i, ug 
herein? 6, Hath the Scripture left this either donbe. | 
ful or dark in the leaſt, that zo fue as believe Feſus 
Cbiſt is precious? 1, Pet. 2. ver, 7. he hath got their 
Love, hath-gained their Heart and Conſent to bg. 
Hbencefort h no more their own, but Chviſts, 1. Cor, 6.19, 
and here to take up their Reſt never to part, which 
te. 5 ms 
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of ſuch a 


this then muſt be known, what the Spiritual way ot = 
" .. Service to God in the beauties of Worſhip is, in the 
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numiſt nat want ſome Trial, if the World, or if Tri- 
bulation or Diſtreſs will part them with his Love. 
this near your Thoughts what you know | 
| Lark. 7. Is it not clear, that with a con- 
_ verted State the War is then begun that will never 
ce aſe here, botwint the Fleſh and the Spirit, Gal. 5. 17. 

-- and as ehe regenerate Part 1s at an advantage, the 

more vigorovs is its oppoſition then againſt the Fleſh; 
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5 To againſt ſuch ſecret and ſpiritual Evils that may 
ie moſt near, from their natural-Temper and Con- 
Ritution, as their right Eye, or right Hand, Marth. 


5. 29. 8. Is it not with a renewed State by Grace 
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2 


mewneſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the Let- 


ter, Rom, 7. 6. yea to know in ſome meaſure the Hi- 


rit of Prayer, which ſo ſenſibly belperb the Tnfirmities 
of che Saints, Rom. 8. 26, and what have you thus 


found to anſwer ſo plain an Evidence and Mark as 


* 


this, of your State and being in Chriſt? 9. Is there 
_ any tbing dark or difficult here, that if you be riſen 
with Chriſt, this will natively reſult from the ſame 
zo ſeek the Things that are above? Col. 3. 7. that where 
your Treaſwe is, you will know then in ſome Mea- 
ſure to have your Heart and Deſire following, Matth. 
"6 21, And ſome comforting Converſe with the 
Thoughts of that Glory which is to come, yea a te- 
- Joycing in the hope thereof, when you ſhall breath 
in that ſweeter Air of the higher Paradiſe, where 
Love, Joy, and oneneſs of Heart with your bleſſed 


Head, and the whole triumphant Church there ſhall 


then never admit the ſmalleft Interruption for all E. 


2 


ternity. Now are not theſe few Marks on ſuch clear 
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"The chair 9 rk a may come. 29 


and undeniable Scripture grounds, as it is ſtrange 


what ſhould make this a dark Buſineſs to any, who 

would not make it their Choice to hold faft Deceit, 
or go down with a Lie in their xi ht Hand to the 
Grave, though the comforting and clear Evidence 
thereof be not the ſame at all times, nor in the ſame 


meaſure and alike to all. 
Qvuvesr. VI. Since there i; no queſtioning the Truth 


and Evidence of ſuch Marks, where the Scripemres are 
. ſo clear, I would defire to know alſo, what length is that 


which ſome may come in a temporary Work, and a being 


an almoſt Chriſtian, which is not ſaving; ſince this it 
my greateſt Intereſt within Time, who know not bow 


Joon the Night comet b? * 
Axsw. You have that ſure and unerring Record 


of the Scripture to go to, where you may clearly ice, 
1. What a length there is in 4 form of Knowledge, Rom. 
2. v. 20. and a forw of Godlineſs without Power, 2. 
Tim. 3. v. 5. Lea that this may be in a high Meas 
luxe; and was not Judas one of the Twelve 7 - hp 


is there you may fee, they have begun in the Spirit 


who have ended in the Fleſb, Gal. 3. 3. and what 
length ſuch came who received the Seed of the Word, 
abs, had ſome diſcernable growth a little, yea forth» 
with ſprung up. Matth. 13. ver. 5, 6. Part of which was 
choked with the 15 Thorns of rhs Cares of the World, and 
ly wither 4 go buck, when Perſecution, | 
aroſe, baving no ſolid Roor. AScipture which thould 


others did quic 


be much thought on, and deeply laid to Heart by 
all who would not be deceived about a Heaven and 


v4 ht hier 644th pe I 


- Blefſedneſs for ever. 3. You may ſee there likewiſe | 
what Length the fooliſh Virgins came, March. 25.8, 9. 
| 2 yanted n not # Lamp and viſible Profeſſion before 
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30 The Length a temporary Wort may come 
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| otNers, as might gain a Name and Teſtimony in their 
"EP + : 


Day, and yet ſhut ont for ever. 4. The Scripture 
will let you fee alſo what eminent Gifts, even Spi- 
ritual may be reached by a common Work of the Spi- 
'.- rit, where Converſion was never known, Lord have 
| bave we not Prophefigd in thy Name, Matth. 22. 7. 
Fe that extraordinary Inſpiration is no infallible 
Evidence of Sanctification. As in that ſtrange In- 
ſtance of Balaam 5. That ſome may cry wpro God, 
aud male mention of bis Name, but not in Truth, you 
may read Eſai. 48.1, 6. That there is a glorying in 
* Appearance, and not in Heart, you may.lee 2, Cor, 5. 
12. Nor is it ſtrange to fee this at ſuch a height, 4 
with Fehu, to invite the World to fee their Zeal »for 
. the Lord, and to enquire at others, if zbeir Heart be 
right, whilſt his own was moſt falſe, and unffraight. 
The World is no Stranger to this, what Length of a 
Profeſſion hath been to maſk a private Intereſt with 
ſuch a ſhew of Appearance: But let us conſider theſe 
FF. allo, 1. That nothing is here either to wound or 
| - affiight the leaſt of the Saints, who are ingarneft how 
to be ſaved, fince Truth in the inward Parts is that 
great Thing which the Holy God regards, and tekes 
Pleaſure in, and a few Grains of this weigh down 
many Talents of outward Performances; Lei rbe 
* Righreous ſtill bold on in bis Way, and be that hath 
clean Hands wax ſironger and ſironger, Job 17. 9. 
2 lt is a Length that none ccmes whole Heart is 
not in ſome meaſure ſincere before the Lord, to have 
their Salvation through Chrift lie ſo. near, au to be 
under fome Fears and Tremblings left they be deceiv- 
ed therein fo as they dae make a humble reference 
to the God of Truth, Search we and try wherein there 
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FSerioufneſs in Religion not 10 be delayed. 31: 
may be any Deceit or Falſbood, and lead me in aright © © 
Way, Pſal. 139. 23. 24. For if thus their Heart com , 
demn them not, they may bave Confidence tben before 
God, 1. Fob. 3, 21. 2. What ever hath been the für- 
theſt Length of Mens deceiving the World and them- 
| + felves at once concerning their Religion, yet cai it 
not put the leaſt Blot on the ſpotleſs Way of the 
Lord, and nothing doth the Scripture more dread f1l- 
| © ly threaten, than any ſuch falſe ſhew; yea. it is 
there you may ſee this in its true Colours, and how 
horrid it is, and the more it doth approach to Reli- 
gion (which is pure and undefiled) the more hateful 
and loathſome it is, fo as even ſuch as comply there- 
| within themſelves, yet are enforced to loath it in 
. 3 . 
Quksr. VII. Though I am conflrained to aſſent 
and ſubject to the Truth in what you bave De, jince 
there is no flying before it, yet may it not be ſafe to ad- 
| mit ſome Delay a little, whilſt Men are in Health, and 
| Srrengtb of their Tears, yea bave ſo much oft to throng 
them from their neceſſary Concerns in the World, and lay 
ibis over until Age and Sickneſs muy. give more freedom, 
'\ for being in ſuch earneſt about Salvation, whilſi it is not 
8 laying the ſame afide, without ſome ſettled Reſolution 
i follow it in 4 fit Time? 1 0 ; 
Answ. Do but take ſo much Time now as to rea- 3 
ſon thus with * ſelf, and then judge, whether it 4 


- can be ſafely deferred, which, 1. Is zhe ane neceſſary f | 
| Thing; and is not an Eternity of ſuch Weight, that 
it there were many Ages enſured te us, much more 4 | 


a few Days, which are wholly uncertain, here Were 
enough to keep us in ſome continued Throng. It is 
ſure, eit her Heaven and à Glory there for ever, and 
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troth of a Hell and everlaſting 1 muſt be to 
ſuch but a Dream, and a con jectura 
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Wenk and Duty, and is not this put upon Record by 
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Ngion not 


to be delayed. 


N 4 


evuld be no poſſible quiet without a knowing where 


Thing, elſe there 


— 
f 


they muſt dwell for ever. 2. Can this be deferred 


dying Men keep at a diſtance from the Thoughts of 


Death, who ſo oft may hear it found, and the Bell 


ringing for others? 3. Can this admit a Delay to 


fluch, were it but for ſome few Days or Hours, who 
| + cannot- poſſibly be ſecured when they lie down at 
Night, but their Breath may be ſtopped by a ſudden 


"whilſt we ſee Time makes ſuch ſwift diſpatch, and | 

that it is ſure, while we now live and breath, we are 
2 ching, and'hath it in fome degrees begun, and ad- 
"  wvanced every Hour of our Life? and Oh! ſhould 


Sarprize of Death ere they awake; yea thus ſleeps 


at an adventure of being ere the next Day in an irre- 

. coverably loſt State? 4. Can there be a Delay here 
by fuch, who knows not only the Night is coming, 
when none can Work, but fo uncertain, if the fiſt 
touch of Sickneſs and approach of Death'be not a Le- 


thargy, wherein they can neither know, nor reflect 
on their own Cafe, which I-have known remaraka- 


- bly to have befallen ſome, who uſed to make ſuch an 


Account, they would take Religion to Heart when 
once they were dying? x, Is it not needful ſuch 


Have the Work of their Day put by in the Seaſon | 
thereof, without a daring to lay it over; when to be 
ek and die is fo great and folemn a Work by it ſelf? 
6. Was it not then toe late for the fooliſb Virgins, to 
ariſe and beſtir themſelves, when they had loſt their 
. * Seaſon of the Goſpel, or to make ready upon a Mid- 


niobr Cry, when they had flept the Time of their 
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© The Things of God ſpiritually diſcerned. 33 
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Toucbed laſt of Mens not underſtanding the State they are 


| 
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_ the Holy Ghoft, for all after Ager; 7har.rhey may be 


_ ready with their Lyn, girded, and Their Lamps bur ning. 


who know that Death certainly is before them, and 
know not but that it come as a Thief in the Night? 
7. Could they have an Hour's quiet, if their Eyes were 


3 once opened to fee that horrible Pit they lie into of 
aK Natural State, and what they are eſtranged from, 


ot that bleſſed State of «a Chriftian ? But Oh! Ho 


| -Hrtle is this either underſtood or believed, _ © 
"Is O rrEs r. VIII. 4 confeſs I muſt either ſhut my Eyes, A 


or admit the certainty of theſe Things, to preſs a preſent 
| ſeriouſneſs in ma king ſure work for Heaven : But what you 


in, puts me to a new Enquiry, if this can be meant of 


"ſuch as live under the Light of the Goſpel, yea Converſe 3 


with the ſame Truths that others do, for ubat gan the 


vt diſcerning Chriſtian ſes furtber in Scripture Triths, 


Iban ſuch as exerciſe their Reaſon and Fudgment about 


them as well as they: And what are theſe Things that 
4 they bave got a Sight of, which thoſe who are in the 


Stute of Nature, are wholy Strangers unt? 


* 
ol 

* 

* 


hat a Thing Day-light is to them that never knew | 


it, which can only be known by its own Evidence; 


nor is it poſſible to give an Account in another way 


ofa Spiritual diſcerning the Things of God, which 


not in degree but kind is as far above the Light of 


Doctrine thereof, which may enable to talk or diſ- 
Pute, whilſt the Power and Efficacy thereof Was ne- 
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Axsw. You know that it is no Words can tell 


Nature and Reaſon, as that of the Sun is above a 
Candle. O what another Thing is a ſpiritval Ac- 
quaintance with the Things themſelves held forth in 
the Scripture, than any Notions or knowledge of the 
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ver knownon the Soul; yes nor the writing of the. 

7 5, "Epbeſ, 4. 21. But for anſwer to your Pro- 
pop tell you in a few Words what ſuch are 

tted to fee, yea are perſwaded of the undoubted 


* 


Hh Ho | Certainty thereof, whilſt others neither know nor ſee | 
| ſee, but are wholly Strangers thereto, -- | 


what 
1. The llency and Lovelineſs of their beloved 
'Mafter, fo as to them there is but one Chriff in Hea- 
ven and in Earth, whoſe Room none can fill but him- 
Telf, yea can give that Anſwer to ſuch as enquire, b 


. | f * altogether lovely; that he is their beloved, with whom 


* ſio little of their own Soul what it means, except by 
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none, none may offer to come in competition, Cant. 
F. 16. 2, They ſee and know @ reconciled God in | 
brit with that aſſured Evidence, as ſometimes no 
Cloud is betwixt Heaven and their Soul, with that 
ſenſible intimation of Pardon and Acceptance, as they 
ate at the furtheſt ſure, they ſee, feel and enjoy, what 
is not e expreſs to others · 3. It 1s not t har 
marvellous Lighr only breaks then in, at their firſt 
Entry into à Spiritual State, but there is a Sight 
ſometimes a Chriſtian hath of Scripture 'Truths, and 
breaking up of ſome further Diſcovery there to their 
Saul, that if they would give all the World, they 
cannot have at other Times. 4. Such know aſſured» 
ty the truth of a new Nature, which is fo wonderful, 
and wholly a ſupernatural Thing, wherewith natu- 
ral Reaſon can have no Acquaintance, nor is it ſtrange 
bo much others are in the dark as to this; who know 


the Power. and Operations thereof. 5. Da you .3 


—— 


1 what ſuch know or diſcern in the T hings of God to 


a which moſt are otrangers? they lee the Glory and. | 
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Tu Things of God Spiritually diſcerned. 3 
| * Beauty of Holineſs, the truib of Spiritual Things, which 
Is the bidden Things of God in a Myſtery,” 1. Gor. 2. 7. 
yea thus are taken in to fee theſe great Things, not 
in a Notion thereof, but in their Spiritual Nature, as 
they ate ſealed with Power and Efficacy on their Soul? 
6. It is given to ſuch to know alſo, (which the Spi- 
__ Tit only can reveal and teach,) what a ſweet Accord 
there is in theſe Deptbe of Providence betwixt- the 
| - Chriſtians'\Croſs and their Comfort, their being cast 
|| down, yer not defirozed, to be jorrowful, yer always rex 
|/ goyerng, yea in baving nothing, yet to poſſeſs all Thing a. 
| Aud are not theſe ſuch Things that could never poſſi- 
| bly have entred into Mens Thoughts, if they were 
not made known in a ſupernatural way ? It is true, 
the furtheft that any of the Saints know here is but 
in Part, yea many a dark and fad overcleuding are 
uch oft under. O if the moft diſcerning of natural 
Men could know what ſuch are with that certainty 
perſwaded of, as they are of their own Being. 
Qurs r. IX. Theſe are great Things you [beak of, 
| | but fnce I have ſuch cauſe tu know, what Influence and 
Tuner the Things of this Earth have, which lies jo near 
eur external Senſes : Could 1 be as fully perſwaded of the 
certainty of theſe ſupernatural Truths, and Bujoyments 
e Spiritual Life, to be ſure: and undoubted Reaiities, 
n bat Þ touch and feel; I think then I had got the 
VMorld much under my Feet, yes in another manner (hould 
| look on the flrange Madneſs and Diftraition of. moſt this 
Day, whoſe continued Work is bow to graſp after 4 Sa- 
dom; whil{i they bave no Heart or Deſire for what is the 
. Chriſtians Choice. I preſs this the more, ſince it is fore, 
ons cant be thoroughly perfwaied of the truth of Spiri- 
* -rual. Things as great eſi * wh and that there 1 4 
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 Anvw. It is ſtrange, how ſuch 2s look but at a. 


Diſtance, ate not dazzled more with Amazement at 
the Report of theſe great Things of Religion, and 
what Chriſtians have in hope before them 5 but not 


to loſe Time, let me beſecch your bringing theſe 


near your, Thougtits, when you are alone. 1. That 
it 18 an Argument of Power, not of Words, which can 


fully quiet the Soul of a Chriſtian concerning this. 
2. you may but judge what a ſad part that or the Saints 
were, if in this life their hope were only, or what could 


poſſibly be comforting to moſt in ſuch a Day, whoſe 


Griels are in earneſt, if the Truth and Comforts of 4 


Spiritual Life ſnould be a doubtful Thing to them, 


3 What Gain or Intereſt could any ſuch poſſibly 


have to deſign a falſe Witneſs and Teftimony, yea, 
with ſuch aſſured Confidence, from Experience, if 
they were not at the furtheſt certainty thereof; yea 
thus to converſe ſo much in the Duties of Godlineſs, 
where you ſee they cannot be birt & Toil to the Fleſh, 
jl the Peace of God, and Joy and Comforts of the Spis - 
rit were but a naked ſhew? For this were te render 
themſelves both deſperately wicked and miſerable at 


once, without any Profit, Or what think you would 


make the affectionate Parents preſs ſo much Seriouſ- 


neſs in following the Lord on their Children, and 
thus put them on ſo ſad a Bargain, whom. they ſo 
dearly love, it they knew it not to be their true In- 


tereſt here and for ever? 4. You know the Doctrine 


ol the Goſpel is a Doctrine of Holineſs, whither the 


whole of that bleſſad Contrivance doth moſt natively 


zeſolve. And is not the Truth hereof writ forth in 


ſuch 
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no leſts manifeſt in its Examples than Precepes ? I hope 
there is no debating here. 5. It is ſure, the Diſco- 


veries of the Word do not direct Men to Things afar N 


off, but to ſuch as brings the great Things of the Goſ- 
pel near, even into their Heart, fo 28 to handle and 
feel by Experience the Truth thereof; and you know 


the Conſolation of the Spirit is not by Words, but 


buy Things, giving into the Soul a Spiritual and ſen- 
fſible Experience of the Reality thereof, and of the 
Love of Feſus Cbriſ let forth to them. 6, And are, 
not theſe marvellous Effects and Operations of the 
Spirit of God, in ſubduing the Soul by Grace, fo as 
to embrace an afflicted Lot and Tribulation for the 
SBoſpel, to rake joyfully tbe ſpoiling ef tbeir Goods, yea 
to diß their Hands in the blood of a beloved Sin, and 
find Delight thus in doing Vialence to the Fleſh, fuch 
as may ſhew that it is ſure, Chriſtians muſt know and 


to? And is it not above Nature, or the furtheſt of 


human reach to learn to be Meek, Humble, Lowly, 
Patient in Suffering, and Selſedenying? 7. Such have 


loſt a Spiritual Taſte, or never had it, who know 
nothing of that incomparable ſweetneſs, which is in 
. ſecret Converſe with God; that thus there is nota 
claim _ to that glorious State which is above, but 
wits and earneſt ſo real, as will change the 

very Countenance after ſome ſpecial Times of near 


- Fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as in the greateft 


Compoſure, they can ſay, I ſurely feel, I enjoy, and 
am ſure, for the Truth thereof, 8. What frequent 
tranſports oſ Joy and Delight have been in Chriſtians 
erxtremeſt Suffering: 2. Truth, yea ſametimes 


- A. 
& | 
1 I , 75 
tex 4 
| 3 A | F . 
; : - N 


72 * ö 


* . "2 
} * ; 5.1 * 
9 > 2 1 * 5 "os + WT 4 4 ” - . * "+ — 3 3 2 ; 4 
Ray WE OTA — 60 mag, * PO Pe” n ic orbits ts to pr $6 ets . 5 eager aps ac 
* W N : 4 * * 7. 4% hy " * y , . , n . a 4 


FF * * ks 4 * , , 
: PO OT ͤ Oy ͤ !t̃̃ . ²Ü ran NOIR 
8 * N 1 0 : $ 11 99 12 . FL 4% FX nr (KI BET ach | N 
1 , Tg x 5 1 ” : 4 
, ” 


N ' \ FIT 1 | | ; n 2 n | "EM N 
_  - Spiritual Things are greateſt Realities. 377 


enjoy, what they and moft of the World are Strangers 


* 


v 4! BT 4 
„ 1 
x Ta- 


4 2 1 
8 
18 


? 2 r 5+ Se} 4 
te as nal ae Mech e a Reed; ee 
EY nde IA ATW Be 1 gs! nr are 


r 


v 
i . 
1 
8 
1 


4 7 Thes fear ee me if No Goſpel. 
1 Were a. dark and diſmal Cloud over their Soul? And 
why do not New enquire what ſhould this mean, or 
how ſuch a Thing were pollible,. if they had not got- 
Sicht, that could look them. out:of Pain and Txou- 
ble? Let me but further add, how ſtrange, (but yet 
I hope no rate or unuſual Sight) is that of the owward 
Man decayi 7 mouldering down to the Grave, When 
the inwar d Man is more diſcernably fireng and vige- 
Wan, than in Times of greateſt Health | 
_ + QUE$T. X. I make not this Queſtion her- ” debate, 
bi le be further confirmed in the certainty of the Iruch, 
which is the greateſt Joy Men can. baus onthe Harih, 
but, I muſt * N the. greatneſs of theſe Things is ſuch, ! 
| as may put the moſt Eſtabliſued is 4 ftaud; yew it @ 
ſmall Eufineſs to be under ſuch 4 Call ro embrace and ac- 
be. of 725 Cbrift in the offer of the Goſpel, and in bim 
Lrown of. Glory that fadeth not away, and is there 


= 3 jo bigh, and far eve; whar I can Lab 5 
* thin, 

 Avow. This muſt be matter of Aa ene and 
Wondering for all Eternity, and it were well, if ſuch 
an Exerciſe were more begun here, to enquire and 
wonder at what, we know of the great Truths of the 
Gel; but it is ſure, it were the higheſt-of Pride, 


or ſor à periſhing Man not to thaow out his Arms and 
ſwim to a Rock, when it is «before bis Eyes, and is 
not the Goſpet lach a Contrivance, as the whole. of 
the Saints fiuce the beginning could not polhbly have 
2 Wiſh beyond the ſame, to ſhew forth that marvel - 
” - Jous Condeſcendence, freedom and plaineſs which is 
{- thee, yea where none can be afirighted away * 


4 


* 


not "ds of fear for ſuch I am, to adventure here, 


not Humility; to bold back where 3 holy God calls; ” 
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wirn defire did ever follow to this bleſſed way. Luc 


[ 


4. 


| 


. 


fince this is of ſuch Concern; not for a Chriſtiaua 
Peace and Perſonal Encouragement only, but te beer 
Witneſs to the bleſſed Way. of the Lord, and ſh w 1 
bow deſperate an Oppoſition theirs muſt be, who's | 
Hearts are not melted and gained by fuch inc xpreili- 
ble Tenderneſs and 1 of the Goſpel; let 
me ſpeak theſe few Words, 1. You know that tucit - 
this is, 2s none can come Wag, if they come but iu 
truth upon ſuch an errand, as the felt need of eis 
_ Chrift : And therefore is the Scripture ſo expreſs 
| here, Jeb. 6. 37. And whoſoever cometh to me, I wil in 


- mo wil caſt out, ſays be who is faithful and true, yea luch 


as the whole of the Scripture doth remarkably thew, 
ſee Rev.'22, 17. Aud whoſoever will, let bim come end 
tale ef the Waters of Life. 2. Such is his way, on 
whom the alone weight of his Peoples Intereft and 
Salvation leans, as he both forms the Deſite of the 
Souls of his People, and ſatisfies the ſame; nor can 
there be in truth à Þwngring and deſire after him, but 


their Enjoyment is thus begun, Matith, 5. verſe 6 . 


3. What can be more Condeſcending, than his way is 
to the loweſt, whoſe Saul doth but in a ſerious look 
follow, when it is in truth, when there is almoſt no 
more can be reached; Eſai. 45. 22, if thus the Heart 
be but laid open to ſeek x Relief in him, yea to look 
A afar off to that, even to which they fear to approach. 
4. And is not ſuch his way, that the greateft Thing 
he moſt expreſly requires in the ſaddeſt caſe of felt 
and diſcovered Guilt, is to fire in but for ſhelter to 
him from that dreadful purſuit of an awakened Cone! 
ſeience Tea how mirvelſousis this; that as their Face 
n towards the Goſpel, there is the moſt ſenſible init 
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40 The great Condeſcendance of the Goſpel. 
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to Contrit ion and brokeneſs of Heart, and ſerous ex- 


erciſe of Repentance, which as a ſweet and native re- 
ſult follows thereon? O! what is given for the fur- 
_ theft clearing hereof in the Scripture? See Zach. 12. 

10. A. 5. 31. 5. Such is his way, as he hath 


come under Bond and Promiſe by his Faithfulneſs to 
make forthcoming to his People, which is only of 


8 Grace, he hath promiſed to give what he requires, 


ea 7O work their W orks in them, as well as for them, 


Eſai. 26. 12. 6. Such is his Condeſcendence, that 


his Peoples Security ſhould lean on nothing in them- 
ſelves, not on their own afprebending, but being aps 


prebended, Phil, 3. 12. Yea that when any of his Pce- 


ple, broken under the Senſe of guilt bave no Argu- 


ment to make uſe of, or Confidence to adventure, he 
finds them one in himſelf. Hoſ. 1 3. 9. O Ira ibn 
baſi defiroged thy ſelf, but in me is thy Help. J. Such 


is his way, where there is no exception of Perfons, 
but the Poor made moſt dearly welcome, and brevght 


near in his offer; when the Proud, were they the 
greateſt Monarchs in the Earth, be know: afar off. 
S8. This is he, and ſuch is his ble ſſed way, as the c- 
' verity of the Law muſt ſerve for that very end, to 
commend Feſws Chriſt and lead into kim, and the felt 
weight of Sin bring a begun Cure and Relief therewith _, 
in the felt need of a Saviour, Marth, 11 U 28. 9. 
Such is his blefſed way, as yet did never break a bru- 
ſed Reed nor quench a (moaking Flex, Eſai. 4 2. b. 3, 
Nor put ſuch back, whoſe fear io adventure made 
them to ſtand afar off, with the poor Publican, Luk. 
18. 13. Yeaof whom, all who ever knew him muſt 
bear him this Witneſs, he is tender and compaſſionate 
in his ſharpeſt Reproofs; and when he wounds foreſt, 
e W ary þ 
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"be great Condeſcendence of the Goſpel, 44 
_ *then is it that be doth moſt earneſtly remember with the 
Pulling of bis Bowels towards them, Fer. 31. 20. 10. 
Bauch is de, and his way towards his Church here up- 
on the Earth, as he hath given ſome peculiar Lines 
in his Word, of his tender Regard to ſuch, even be- 
 youd others, who are molt deſtitute of outward help, 
Hal. 146 v. 7, 8, 9. Fſzl. 40. laſt. And comes fo 
lo to take in thoſe that are moſt rejected of others, 
and may have leaſt Notice or Regard at the Time, 
and therefore, when he was himſelf on the Earth, 


a —— . — » 


he was called a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, Matt. 
11. 19. 11. Such is his way, whole Peace and Ac- 2 
ceptance hath fo oft met his People, as a bleſſed Sur- 1 
Priſal, when they knew leaſt how to adventure, and 11 


then given them a moſt nuexpected Welcome, when | 


they have been under the greateſt Fears, Hal. 18 4 

ind 116. 2, 4. Luk. 15. 20. 12, Such is his way g 

and marvellous Condeſcendance, where Mercy gets a 4 
Preference to Sacrifice, Matth. 9. v. 13. Where the 1 
Widow's Mite gives more ina little, than theſe ofa 2 
great Eſtate with much, being in ſingleneſs of Heart x 


thus given for the Lord. Luk. 21. 3. Lea where one 
half of the Chriſtians Work is in a right and ſerious 94 
Aim therein, and is accepted according to that a May 
| . bath, and not according to what be bath not, 2. Cor, 8. 

12. I ſhall but further add on fo great a Subject, 


that ſach is his way towards his People, as he not 4 
only calls, but cauſeth their Soul to approach to him, ] 
by an inward touch of his Power thereon; yea this [ 
moſt diſcernably, when nothing elſe hath been left 4 
_ to pray, and roll over their Caſe on his bleſſed | 
Hand. . 5 1 09 1 
Qs r. XI. Theſe 3 great Things you ſpeak of, 
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aud i is ſure, muſt be to ſuch a, ever knew what @ 
© "wended Soul is, under the tender Hund of this bleſſed 
= Healer; but for that you baue laſt mentioned of ſuch 4 
If Call and Acceſs for Chriftians to pray; yea that aſſured- 
9 the Prayers of ſuch on Earth go up te Heaven, and 
„es beard and accepted there, ſo as at all Times, and 
37 under every Weight and Preſſure, we may come and pre- 
e' our Requeſts to the gloriow God, who lives and ſees. 
III., I muſt ſay, ſeems io me ons of the moſt marvellous 
13 Things in practical Religion, yea bath put me 10 a ſtand, 
uh ' bow Men who are ſo much taken, as in a Trawſport, with 
tf ſome fongulay Euperiment in Nature, yet bave juch or- 
19 dinary Tboug bis of this, if they bs per ſwaded of its Truth. 
Lt - _Answ. This is marvellous indeed, though the 
Way of moſt ſeem to bring it under debate, if Prayer be 
any thing more than ſome empty Form or a piece of 
* Invention, rather than fo great and ſerious a Buſi- 
4 neſs; But I hope you know, x That none ever was 
called te take this on Truſt, or implicitly credit the 
Teftimony of others, but there is a ſolemn Appeal 
here to every ones perſonal Triel, for the truth and 
certainty hereof. 2. That it is with the firſt being 
of Chriſtians, and when once a Spiritual Life is form- 
ed in the Soul, how Prayer then is as their naturs! 
* Work, like the tendency and breathing of the Child 
atter the Breaſts. 3. And 1s, it not clear that ſuch 
| ©  _ have got a new Acquaintance, and muſt know ano - 
ther Society than Men, to make their Retirements 
ſweet and defarable; yea that continued haunt and 
 refort to this bleſſed way, ſhews the truth of Com- 
merce and trading with another World, is known to 
ſuch with the greateſt of certainty? 4. Do but judge 
what could be poilibly comforting to a ae: 
= 1 ; 7 | | Wen 
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Paper a ſur? and tried Way. 43 
when the lower Springs of their Encouragements are 1 
fo viſibly ſhut up, it this Spring and Paſſage were nok 
open and tried in their ſureſt Experience. Is it ealy_ "of | 
to reJoyce, and be comforted, when all Things with». 'S| 


ont do molt remarkably frown, or to bear chearful- 
Iy out in ſuch a Day, when they may be preſſed a- 
bove meaſure, if there were not lach Joys the 
World knows not of? And how the Chriſtians 
Midnight Songs under the Croſs, haye been oft ſweet= :- I | 
er than in any Times of their outward Proſperity; 1 
does it not witneſs, that it's no naked Form or Shew +2 | 
could ever anſwer to this? 5. And when you ſee 7 
ſuch diſcernable Advantage ſome of the Followers of _ | | 
God in their Day have beyond others, yea ſometimes; | 
beyond themfe]ves, in a vigorous and tender Chriſs, | 
tian Walk; could this be but further followed: How | 


ealy were it to find, that thoſe are they, who are . 
moſt in the Work and Exercife of Payer, which hath. 
fa cloſe an Intercourſe with the virals of Chriftianityz — 
nor can ever one Inſtance he given of one's flouniſh- - 
ing and being fruitful in the way of God, and not | 
much under the Ground in this Exerciſe, which is . 
moſt an internal Thing, where the loudeſt Cry to 7 
Heaven maketh oft the leaſt Noiſe, | ele 
Quxsr. XII Theſe I confeſs, are clear, but bar 
world moſt hep to make this Dury both comforting and, 
eaſy, whilſt there is ſuch Difficulty 19 many, how to expreſs. 
themſelves this way, and others find it a ſore wearineſs 
to the Fleſh, yea leſs eaſy to be thus alone, and ta 
ſome Time for ſecret Prayer, than to wait on Publick 85 
Duties, or ſoyn with others in ſuch a Mert? 
Arsw. I hope you know, 1. That as our tye to 
the Publick Duties of Worthip is great and Wy 1 | 
Bo don bg „„%%%ͤ́P ͤn! ibis 
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ble, to improve Fellowſhip with others in the Ex- 
exciſes of Godlineſs, yet moſt of a Chriftian and his 
Work, is that which is leaft ſeen, and lies hid from 


 - the view of others; yea the moſt weighty Duties of 
”  Chriftianity are the more retired and ſectet Duties | 
{ + thereof, ſo that a true meaſure of a Chriflian, muſt 
not be from what he is in Publick, and Converſe with 
others, but what he is alone, where he lies open to hs 
| , witneſs, who ſearcheth the Heart. 2. Such can on- ; 
iy blame themſelves, and are ſadly &ftranged from 
” - the truth of Godlineſs, if they know nothing. elſe, 
but to be alone in their Retirements, who are then 
_ called to an immediate Fellowſhip with God in Chriſt % 
und to know the Truth thinecf on trial. 3. You 
Know a natural Mction is eaſy, and without con- 
| , Araint, and were this once underſtood, how Prayer 
5 38.2 Soul work, and to be carried forth from inward 
Wet Principles of a new Nature, then what was a fore 
195 Toil here, becomes their ſweeteſt Delight; for ta 
Bs is not an expreſſiing to the Lord what ſhould 
one's Deſires, but a preſent breathing of the Soul 
in Deſites after him; when the Pleaſure of Religion 
is ſo known with the Power and Life thereof. 4 
I) be more Weight and Burden of the Chriſtians Ca 
{| on himſelf, 1s a tried help for more facility and Life 
| 1 in the work of Prayer, O what ſweet and refreſhii 1 
Hours bave ſome had and preſſing Burdens oft helped 


Chriſtians to, which they ſhould not have known o- 
| therwiſe? 5, The more frequency and continuance 
5 cauleth true Delig ht and Freedom in this i as 
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Nope deferred, the Chriſtians Trial. 3 
| _ » QuesT. XIII. But is it not ſore t continue inn 
I Prayer, when there is no viſible Retmmn; yea that after 
ll woſt ſenſible and felt acceſs in this Duty, there ſeems 
' « Ofc 4 thicker Darkneſs to ſoll WWW 6 
 ., AnsW. It is not ſtrange, though this be a Trial 
| Indeed, yea ſometimes in a more than ordinary way 
ſearching, which put the Faith of fo great and effa- 
 _ -bliſhed a Man to this ſtand, as to cry out Hal. 69. 
3. Jam weary with my crying, my Throat is dry, while 
I wart for wy God. But let us conſider therewith. 
I. That through the whole of the Scripture, it is fo 
clear to be the Lords uſual way to confirm before he 
\ try, yea to follow the greateſt confirmations of his 


? 
} 
y 


Peoples Faith, with ſome remarkably ſharp Tr4als. 7 

2. The waiting Chriftian could yet never ſay, a Re- 4 
turn came too late, but in the moſt fit and opportune 8 
Seaſon, even when it hath been langeſt deferred. 
Ho ſtrange would theſe ſeem, yet moſt ſweetly ac- 4 
cord. Luk. 18. 7, 8. Though be bear long, yet will be R 
© avenge ſpeedily? 2. Is it a ſmall thing to be anſwered 4 


4 with ſtrength in your Soul; and for being helped to 
Wait, until the outgate mere fully break up, ſince a 
Divine Power may be no leſs mat vellouſly ſeen in 
© the Chriſtians Support, than in the moſt aftoniſhing 
Delivery? 4. Is not a ſubdued Spirit, with a hum; 
bie reſignation to the Lord under a long deferred hope, 
=. a higher Mercy, when truly confidered, than the 
Thing it felf which we moſt follow > And are theſe 
loſers, where thus more is given, than what they ei- 
ther ſought or hoped for, 5. Is not this the fureſt 
way to make haſt by waiting, and the choiceſtt 
; metean to gain Time, and bring a Chriſtian and his 
| . Cefite ſooneſt together? Which was the Witneſs of a 
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ered, the Cbriſtians Trial. 
moſt experienced Chriſtian, I babe with much longing 
ſoug bi ſuob a Thing from the Lord, yet got no Retwn, 
but when once I was helped through Grace to re- 
fien wholly to bis Vill, then was it be gave me 
my Vill alſo in bat I bad ſoughr? 6. The more 
Prayer aud wreſtling lath come betwixt the Chris 
tians Trial and 'Deliverance, is it not found the 
more comforting and ſweet, when it hath come? 
that whilſt hope deferred makes the Heart ſick, yet 
how great an Intereſt does it pay in for the furtheſt 
Loſs and Pain in waiting, when as à Tree of Life, 
it hath at laſt bloſſomed after many a Winter Storm 
7. His Thoughts are not as ours, and bis May not as ours 
Eſai. 55. verſ. 9, We ſee not at preſent nor can fa- 
thom the Depths of Divine Providence, and how 
needful it is to have the Heart brought low, that not 
only Patience might habs its borfeſt Work, Fam. 1. 4, 


bat a Chriſtians being more fitted for the defired Mer- 


cy. +8. But what do you expect, which is not of free 
and marvellous Grace ? For to continue in Prayer is 
© an exprefſy commanded Duty, though no ſenſible 
Fruit, or Income ſheuld follow, yea can bring no 
Price in its Hand, to obtain what we ſeek, And 
ſhould theſe quarrel with waiting, who have all 
this kept in their Sight. I am not worthy of the leaſt of 
tbe Mercies t bois haſt ſhewed to thy Servant, Gen. 32. 


107 9. Could we ever know the uſe and comfort 
pl thele great Promiſes to waiters, ſuch as Eſai. 30 
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ver. 18. that 40. v. 21. Pſal. 25. ver. 3. It Grace . 
were not thus kept in exerciſe. eee 
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aur, I. 


true Intereſt and greateſt Concerns lie; the late Oc» 


7 on we bad io Converſe together on /o neceſſary and 


weighey a Subject. doth preſs me to follow the ſame yet 


. further, and to gain ſuch an Hour, when ſo many are © 
unproſtably loft; and now let me ſeriouſly aſt, may tber 
not be & ſafe owning of ſome more looſe Conception of 


Frattical Religion, than what you haue bitherto Hoke 


Seems to a allow, fnce ir ſeems very ſad and affrighting 


70 look on ſo great a part of thoſe, who own the DoFring 
of ehe Church, if there be not ſme greater Latitude for 


_ Chriftiens, both in their Principles and practice, yea 


whilſt this wants not many Fatrous in the preſent 
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ti is not ſtrange, where the Truth is not Weird . 
in Love, that Men kindle a Light to themſelves, 


and walk i in the Sparks thereof, But I hope you de- 
bate not the Scripture, where the lafe way of being 


eternally ſaved can only be known; yea it 1g 


ſure, could we make this way more large and broad, 
there were no conceivable Intereſt or Gain to Beto, 


the ſane, which were fo pleaſing to moſt in thely 
Tunes. But ſince there 1 is one Way, and here alone 


muſt 
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48 There is but one may to get ſafe to Heaven, 


muſt all the redeemed of the Lord get ſafe to that 


- "bleſſed Land which is above, I hope you dare own 


no other Conception thereof, than is there expreſiy 


ſhewed, 1 That it is ſuch, where there is no poth- 


dle Leude for ſhifting off Fear, Tenderneſs and 


even of ſuch as are under the outward Call of the 


Golpel; and it is fare, another Way will never de 
found to the ſecond coming of Chriſt. Luk. 13. v. 24. 


3. Such, as there can be no following the Lord there 


- with a hid reſerve, or regarding Iniquity in the Heart, 


ſo as to keep it up deliberately, and not adventure 
the ſame for Jeſus Chriſt, were it as their rrgbe Eye, 
er right Hand, Matth. 5. 29. 4. There is no polſible 
conception of Religion Men can have from the Scrip» 
ture, to take off that indiſpenſible neceſſity of the 
new Birth, and writing of the Law aca th 


Pal. 66. 18. or a cleaving to any private Intereſt, 


by the Spirit of God, yea thus to know Religion as 


an internal Thing, which muſt firſt begin at the 


Heart, before it come to the Practice, Fob 3. 3. 5. 
It is beyond debate alſs, that Men muſt bring not 
their Work only, but their Thoughts and Principles 


of their Motion to that Teft of the Law, which is 
Holly and Spiritual, Matth. 5, 28. and that what be 
done, it be from Integrity and uprightneſs of Heart. 


But it is firange, what is there toentorce any to this, 
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ever who knew 1t on Trial, could have a Wiſh or 


-  Þkfire beyond what it is, nor is it poſſible for any to 


' know 
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Diligence in our Chriftian Walk, and thus to make 
fore for eternal Life. 2. That this is the ſtrait and 
marrow Way, where the Multitude is not to be found, 


e Heart 


when ſuch is the Way of the Lord, that if there 
could be a Latitude for a Change, I am fure, none | 
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in following thercof. i bee, 
e II. [I canner debate ſuch clear and evident 
Truths, though it may be matter of Afﬀtoniſbment to ſee, 

, what efſaye: tre by many, to oppoſe not only the Power 
and Spirituality of Religion in its practice, but in its 
principles alfo. But what do you mean by the delights 

dend ſweerneſs thereof, you haue now Spoke? Is it not 

from what 1s in bope, and in another World, but not 
1 here 4 5 9 1 Enjoyment 3 fince you know what Pre | We 

L Judice 1s every b againſt this way, yea nothing ſeems Mi 

more dad and Afjiiciing iban the Chriftian liſe within * © 

time, ſo as it is not concerveable oft what can be com. 
forting in tbeir Lot? ; 


L 
Axsw. This Queſtion, though Strange and A- 1 
mazing in it ſelf, yet is not for ſuch as Jook but at 
1 diſtance on the Truth of Godlinels that lyes fo hid | 
and deep upon the Soul, and to whom a Chriſtians ; 
| Uke is indeed a miſtery, but 1 Judge it be not ax 
: even for ſuch to ſhift off, or get hid trom theif Eyes 3 

the Truth of theſe things, which ſo clearly ſhew the F 
alone ſweet and deſireable lot within time, muſt be 
that of a ſerious Chriſtian, whatever the World be 3 
to him; with which. 1 The greateft Princes. the 
Kich, and thſe that have lived moſt in the plea» A 
2 ſures of this Life, would be glad to Die and joyn 
intereſts then 2, Is ſuch, as hath made it ſweet and 
_ - eaſy, yea on dehiberat choice to many, to quite their 
© greateſt int ereſt and Comforts within time; W ich 
leſh and B. Hod, could never have parted, with, if 
the Exchange had not been known to be much more 
Saunuh 3, How deſirable is that Lit, where the 
A 0 8 I. SSIS "Rs 5 . 5 2 DW — Chriſtian 
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0 + than w the moſt ftately and magnifick dwellings of 


end Griefs here; with what refreſhment thele, can 


marvellous change ere long ſhall be in their State, 


Y 


= 
à a ferious Subjecting and Reſignation to the Lord ob 1 


you truely know the ſweetneſs of a Chriſtian lot? O : 


others; what the Mornings and Evenings of many 2 
ſuch are, their hid and retired Walks, yea their Com- 
. . Forts ſometimes in the Night Seaſon z how ſweet to 

tell the Hours, as they are going by, which they 
know are bringing them more near to the Eternity 

of Joy, and putting over ſome part of their appoint- 


look up to the Heavens, to the Sun, Moon and | 
Stars, and triumph in the Works of his Hand, who | 
hath formed the fame , whilft they know what a | 


when they ſhall. be above theſe, yea fine forth as the 
Lu im be Kingdom of their Father, Manh. 13. 4 3 
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Hath not ſuch; and they only the moft defirable 
part even here, yea can truly Feaſt upon their Brown: 
Jread, with a Satistaction, beyond whatever the 
Voluptuous man knew, who knows not that true 
Peace and Serenity of mind in jeſus Chriſt, Which 
uards the heart from that dreadful ſting that fol- 


| Tows on the Pleaſnres of Sin? It is ſuch can truly 
|, fay (which was the Word of one of the Ancients} 
i 


an ſuave eft carere bijce ſuavitatibus , bow {wee 
to bim was it to want theſe carnal delights, wherein - 
| thers were wallowing, whilſt their all is in Jeſug 


Chriſt. But if you ſay, why is not this moge diſ- 
cernable amongR Chriſtians ? is not the cauſe here, 
that a living and vigorous Chriſtian is become ſo rare 
a Sight at this Day? _7. It is theſe, who with Joy 
can converſe with the thoughts of approaching death, 
whilſt che {ing and rerrour thereof is taken away, 
8. It is theſe, who in the Serious obſerving of provi- 
dences beth to themſelves and others needs look no 


5 where, where they may not ſce what ſhould tend to 


# 


further ſtrengthening of them in the way of Truth, 
and that the God whom they ſerve, aſſuredly is 
what he hath declared himſelf to be. 9 It is theſe, 
who with greateſt quiet dare commit their intereſt - 
to him, as knwing in whom they baue believed, and 
whatever confluence of manifold temptations may 
q ſometime meet in their Lot, yet knows. they h 
not be tempted above meaſure, but are fiill under his 
| tender and walchful care, wha even while he {mites 
_ - with one hand, does uphold with the other. 10, Such 
js their Lot; at that which would ſeem the greateſt 


tification , to do violence to the Fleſh and Luſte 
. 2 ttzhe rec, 
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Pain in the Study of Godlineſs, which is by Mor- 20 
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51 Mortification the way to greateſl delights. . | 

| *' thereof, ieads in alſo the greateit plealures and dev 

_ © Qvuesr. III. I muff confeſs, it is flrange what pre. 
judice moſt bave at ſerious Godline|s which they never 


: - 


” KS 41 #2 
'S 4 e 
N 3 1 2 ny K + * 176 k ; . 
p . Fs . + \ 
. 


* 
H % aa 44 * 3 PIT 7 * * . N * — 4 * 8 
F r c * P vs 1 
2 "4 8 4) an x * 1 . 3 5 "3 n 4 , N 
F714 1 2 : . 


knew upon Trial: But wbat you mean in this laſt In- 


france of that intereſt Mortification 7 10. Fleſb bark, 
in ib Comforts and Enjoyments of the Chnijutam Life, 


#s ſuch I cannot eafily comprehend. 


— 


Ans w. This can alone be known upon Trial. Yet - 
do but feriouſly conſider theſe, 1. That the Serip- 


ture hath ſo expreſly conjoined them tog<thex. Marth, 
11. 29. ate my Toke on you, and Learn of me, &c. 
and you ſhall find reſt to your Srl, which wouid ieem 


a ſtrange way to fo defirable an enjoy ment. 2. You 


know this alſo to be Atteſted by the Saints in all 


Ages; and with the greateſt certainty of Trial, what 
mine xpreſlible ſweetneſs and delight they have known 
and expierenced in a ſuffering lot for Chriſt, and in 


ſuch things, which in themſelves were moſt im- 


not this alſo, that by a natural reſult ,! whatever 

"tends to an Abatement of the power of Sin, in re ſiſt- 
ing thereto, how ſore and grieving ſoever ir would 
leem at firlt leads into the greateſt Delights and 
Comfort in the cloſe. - 4. It is here the Chriſtians 
promiſed reward to Wreſtling againſt Corruption, 
and a Body of Dearb, is in ſome degree given in, fo 


| bittering and grievous to the Fleſb 


ever knew the Truth and Power of Religion, and 


as to know upon their own Soul the 'Yruth ot that 


| Peace, which is in a cloſe Walking by this bleſſed 
rule of the Scriptare. Gal. 6. 16. 5. And what a 
ſweet Jubilee hath oft followed in their Sou], on re- 
Alting aud getting ViRory over ſome Pens 
1 Su: C 


if 


3. None yet 


__— 


Ge — * 


„ ypyeilding and indulgence to the Fleſh? 6. Is not the 


moſt truly Comtocting uſe and enjoy ment of the 

Morld found, by having the Heart much ſubdued 
| thereto, and thus kept off that dreadfal rock of Lous 

t co cbe World, and eager deſires after the lame, where- 

on to many thou{ands have at laſt made ſhipwrack? 

| Qursr. IV. What are they not allowed defires 


Men ro ſeek a further increaſe to their Eſtate, aud 
| ſiome larger intereſt this way? | „ 

Ans w. Since this is an unqueſtionable Talent men 
have for their Mafter: uſe, and are accountable for, 


_ - Fantable tollowing and enjoying thereof, with 
Chriſtian Sobriety; but theſe alſo would be deeply 
pondered herewith, 1 That Love ro the World and 


| 
| probate State, 1 Fob. 2. 15, and that no Coverous 
| ball inherrit the Kingdom of Heaven. 1 Cor. 6. 10. 


which was ſo convincing in the primitive times, as 
publick ſcandal of the Church. 2, How ſuch is the 
Lord himſelf. Mat. 13, v. 22 that as briars and thornes 


_ Goſpel, and make it unfruitful, even whilſt it ſeems 
tos have come forward ſome Length. And if any 
| Cannot bear this, who may 


Scripture concerning it; and not think firange, that 
we neither may nor dare conceal the Truth herein, 


 j] Without applying it to mens Conſcience, —_ 
170 
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| after the Verld; and that it is truly Warrantable for 


it puts it beyond Queſtion, that there is both a War- 
| rhings thereof , is ſo expreſly a Scripture ſign of a re- 


Covetouſneſs upon any viſible evidence was then 
\| * deceitfulneſs of riches, as is ſhewed by our bleſſed 
is native tendency is to cboak the Word of the 


be in ſadeſt hazard to 
ſplit on ſuch a Rock, let them but go in and try the 


n TO OE AT REG Ins nga n 
| The needof Fear, in ſetking of the World, 33 


evil, beyond whatever was known, in the furtheit 
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F QursT, V What ſuitable improvement is that 


which i, neceſſarily called for, of che meaſure and talent 
which Men baue of things of the World, as might moſt 

tend 10 ſolid peace and quiet of mind before the Lord 
Prein, and to guard againſi ſuch dreadful and evident 


hazard of Eternal Feriſbing, or ſpliting on that Rock, 
on which the Holy Glep bath ſet ſo pgnal « Beacon, by 


moſt expreſs and multiplied warning; from the Scripture : 


 Answ. It is a great propoſal you now make, to 
which in a few Words, and with ſome Seriouſneſe I 
ſhall make this Anſwer. 1, To conſider what uſe 


ye would chooſe to make, or with to have made of 


Jour iutreſt in the World, it ye were at this Hout to 
Dye, ſo as with Peace on ſuch an Account to enter 


into Eternity. 2. That this is not left Arbitrary to 
any their Trading with ſuch a Talent, and be con- 


cerned how to Conſecrate the gain thereof to the 
Lord; but it is a High Piece of Juſtice, and yo leſs 


necetſity to ſhew. Mercy to thoſe who are truly diſ- 


treſled, than to pay our Debrs, ſince the great Law- 
#1ver hath not left this indefferent more than the o- 

Ther, as is clear. Luke 16. 10, 11,12, 2. You would 
conſider that Riches is given to Men as Stewards, and 


not Proprrecors. Marth. 25. v 14. I mean ſo as to 


teckon they may do herein at their own Pleaſure; 


andi is unfaithfulneſs here a ſmall weight to lye on 
the Conſcience, and have no other Account of their 


Naters goods to give, but that they applyed them 
' to their own uſe only? 4. Do but lay to heart, that 
uch is this great Duty, in a faithful Anſwering to 
' _ ones Taſer and Meaſure of the things of the World, 
” Ina tender reſpect to the Condition and Neceſſity of the. 
n 
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the reprobate, yea on which that Dreadful Senrence 
Fire, &c. Match. 25. v 41. 5. To be faithful thus 


and lay out your felf this way, where you can ex- 


Lord, nor is it 2 caſting thy Bread on the Waters. 


Eecleſ. 11. 1. 6. To be taithful here is ſomething 


_ elſe than that occaſional giving ro rhe Neceſſities of 


20, on ſome preſent and preſſing Object, ſince the 
Seraprure, is ſo expreſs, that here ſhould be ſome pro- 
portion to every ones Meaſure and Eſtate, which 


_ ought to be ſerionsly conſidered and laid afide, for 


| | which ſee that appeintment. Dear. 14. 22. & 16 12. 
aud how there it is held forth on moral and unmut- 


able Grounds. 1 Cor. 16. x. that every one ſhould, 


23 his meaſure can admit, be concerned in the im- 
provement thereof 7. This is not to entertain only 


lome preſſing call for this end. when it comes f 
ay, but to ſear ch out the cauſe of the diſtreſſed. 
Jyob. 29. v. 16. Eccleſ. 11. 2. for thus tbe Libera! man 

deviſeth Liberal things, &c. even in ſeeking Objects, 


that fo excellent a grace may not want its Exerciſe, 


each according to his Talent, where it · may be truly 
{aid, they receive more than they can give; Which 

 , Was a Choice Word of one, whatever I give, that 
bave, whilft the withbolling of that which is thus re- 


dus reſpect to the end; that it be ro 4 Diſciple is che 


| Name of a Diſciple; with a due regard to their 14 


\ 


there paſſeth, depart from me ye Curſed into everiajiing 
in Anſwering to that Talex is clear, that it is to give 


pect po return, or Compenſation, otherwile it is but 
a {elf intreſt you follow, and not a giving to, the 


quired, hath viſibly :#nded to Poverty in many ſignal 
inſtances. 8. To be faithful here, ia to have a ſeri- 


* . * —_— 4 "wp dl ? R n e | 
. * * , AE. 7 py 2 


' 83 Mens intreſt in the W. given them as Stewards . 
; and that which will be brought in Fudgment againſt 
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What uſe of that Talent is required. 56. 
x ſent diſtreſs, and not by partiality, on ſome private 
imtereſt and reſpect that may riſe thereto. elle they 
da ve cauſe to fear, that both Principal and Intereſt is 
Joſt, nor can they put this Debt upon the Lord, 
where ſuch a ſad byals is with it. Matth. 10. v 42. 
9. To be faithful here is to follow this che, 
ſo as not 10 be ſqen of Men, elle ſuch have their rev 
ward, where this is an influencing motive, yea not to 
let the Lefr-band know what the Righr-band dotb, 
Matth, 6. 3. Here the 'giver ſhonld {hut his Eyes 
wen he opens his hand, with delice? that it may 
never be known, until the day of the Lord, that 
| great Day of Retribution, when that which hath 
cen done in Secret ſhall be rewarded openly. Mats |} 
6. v. 4 10 Here allo is to be underſtood to give 
without grudging, cheerfully, as the true way to 
lay up Treaſure to themſelves, knowing that be 
Lord loves a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. 9, 7. II. To be 
faithful here, is to be given to Hoſpitality, with a ten- 
der regard for entertaining of frangers, for in ſuch {| 
habit Angel. bave been entertained. Heb, 13. v. 2. | 
12. The bounds and limites of our actings here muſt 
Vot only be the bouſhold of faith, but a tenderneſs,” 
Condeſcendence and Readineſs to help and relieve 
any diftrefſed, even the worſt of Men, as they. have 
opportunity, which is fo expreſly required. 1. Theſ. 3. 
ver. 12. to abound in love towards all men, ſo as to do 
good, to be uſeſul, and exerciſe Tenderneſs towards all, 
which ſhould be found a more e ffectual mean to gain 
| Credit to the Goſpel, than what is the way of many, 
wle have a name and repute of Religion in this age. 
Orrs r. VI. Whar you bave now ſpoke about thoſe, 
ho beve à large migreſt in the World, aud in what 
nes how ak e 
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1 h th = Poor ſhould not Complain. —_— 
ren 7 ave_it, is undeniable, I confeſt, from the * 
1 Ser. ture; bit this concerns a few, in reſpect of ſuch as 
«.'. ave of Lo and mean Condition in tbe World, and 
what can theſe have to compenſe the want of ſuch « Tabs 
ent ani make their Lot defirabie or ſweet © | 
Aun3Ww I hope you will not bring theſe things 
der queſtion. which may convincingly anſwer this, 
That a ſerious Chriſtian could yet bever be fo 
Low; but he hath much more than he wants, though + 
he ſhould be put to ſuch a reckoning with Fob, I be £3 
Dow neither Children, Friends, Honour, or. Eftate 
in the world to call mine own - but 1 know aud am ſure 
| that my Redeemer lroes. Fob. 19 v. 25 and do you 
think coat a mans lot or the comfortable enjoyment 
thereof couſiſts in be abundance of the things be pol. N 
etb Lat. 12: 15. 2 Have the poor and deſpited caule 
to quarrel with their lot, if they be in truth partakers 
of the Grace of God, when it is ſo clear, there can 
be no ſubſtantial good 1 in xiches or honour, which the 
Lord harh caſt out of the Councel of his Love, to- 
wards thoſe, on whom he hath ſet his Heart from 
Eternity? 3. Yea hath he not deſigned the moſt of 
the Elect to a Poor, Low, and afflicted Condition 'S 
here ? For you ſee your calling Brerh1en, how. #ot_many_ 3 
Wiſe, not many Noble, Sc, according to the Fleſh bath —— 
be choſen.” 1 Cor, 1. 26, 27. 4 Hath not ſuca a pe- 4 
culiar income in the way of the Promiſe which theſe | 
who are full, and abound woſt in the World com 
underſtand, and is not owned in the Sc;ipture t6 
; * der luch a ntceſlity to live by Faith, which made 
the Apoſtle give luch a ſtrange Account 2 Cor, 7 3 
© 9, mo [ take pleaſwe in my I fi mite, in Di, ftreſs, 4 4 
1 e Oc: bat * power 4 Chr iſt may 4 en 1 
8 | | wie 4 
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T be Comforts of a mean Lot. 58 
me, O what ſtrong and vigorous Acts of Faith and 
Love have oft followed the Chriſtians low and mean 
| ' EFftate in the World, whereto ſuch as were at cafe 
'F/ Have been wholly Strangers. 5, Have ſuch cauſe to 
F quarrel with a low and deſpiſed lot, who the Jeſs 
they have here, whilſt they have a ſure evidence for. 
Heaven, knowes they have the more before them? 
And whilſt others may reckon what they have by 
Tear and Property, can make another Account 
' what is their intereſt for all Eternity, and not grudge 
| the bireling's wages, who know they are Sons, and 
' , x0 abide inthe Houſe for ever. Fob, 8. 25: 6. Would 
„ fuch, were it put to their choice, baue their good 
thing inthis Life, or do they expect to find a Hes - 
ven out of Heaven, and is not that Lot with great- 
| eft Advantage ſuited to each of his Saints, that 1s: 
moſt for promoting their Eternal intereſt, and to make 
” _ rhem meer to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
As light, Col. 1. v. 12. 7. It is not by the bulk yo 
can judge on the Chriſtians condition here in the 
World. a little Gold is of more Value than a great 
heap of ſome other Metals, and a little that the 
* Righteous bath is more than the Riches of many wicked, 
Dal. 37. v. 16, For there lies the Bleſſing; and 
what a difference! is there betwixt ſuch, whoſe heart 
i gone up after his Treaſure, that is laid up for him 
in Heaven; and thoſe, who wind Eartbly things and 
Have, their Heart in their Belly. Phil. 3. v. 19. 
Qs r. VII. Such have a ſweet and comforting. 
part, whether the World ſmile or fromm, who know 
, there is an Eternity of Toy before them: But you ſee bow 
many are not more Low in their outward State , than 
dreadfully wicked and leoſe, without rhe lea ſerious 
weight of Religion on their Scl. AMS. 
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39 To be Poor and Ungodly how ſad a Sight, 
Axsw. This may ſhew, that no/ Afflid ion, or 
"The ſaddeſt Lot here can of it ſelf lead into Jeſus 
Chrift, without the Efficacious and Irreſiſtible power 

of Grace; but as to their part, who are ſo vifbl 
Active to their own min, I muſt fay; there feems 
Not a more ſad and aſtoniſthing Sight, than ſuch are, 
1. Who thus follow the World with a weeping Eye, 
and have their Heart cleave fo faſt to it, Which will 
ſcarce beftow one flattering Smile on them, and 
know 1 not what gains they might make of their pre- 
Tent Afflictien and Strait. 2. Who thus ſeek the liv- 
ing among the Dead, and their relief ſrom the Earth 
from whence they ſee they cannot have it, who have 
ſuch greateſt things laid in their offer, to make them 
here and for ever bleſſed. 3. That the very Report 
of the gain of Godlineſs ſhould not Preſs them once 
to be this length, to know upon Trial, what might 
be the certainty thereof, and if ſuch an Advantage 
tan de truly reached here, as to make the Poor 
- Mans life more Sweet and Comforting under all the 
Toil of his Hand, than if he had the greateſt Eftate 
of the Earth. 4. It may ſeem ſtrange, what theſe 


PR 


1 


can poſlibly reckon upon their Condition ih being 
Men, as deſirable above that of the Beaſts of the 

Field, who have ſo little either in hand, or hope ta 
be Comforting; to know only a ſenſual Life with ſo 
I {mall and almoſt indiſcernable Advantage to Satisfy 

the Senfes. It is true, many ſuch Entertain a hope 
ok a Bleſſedneſs to come, whilſt they are wholy 
Strangers to a Life of Grace here: But Oh! It is at 
| facharate, that the Scripture of God muſt be falſe, 
J if theirs be true. 5. How amazing allo is it; to fee 
por what theſe Periſh, and lole their immortal Soul, 
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ei Ware to Sezen, e, 
lich is im it leif a higher Intereſt, than the Glory 
and Riches of all the Monarchies in the Farth, yea 
of more Valie, than the Sun and Moon? Let as. 
” this were but ſome trifle, how eaſily do ſuen hazard 
the ſame tor the ſmallelt Gain; z. yea it may be laick, 
} are content to ſerve Satan without t e Wapes of viſe - 
ble pleaſure and ſatistaction wh. ch others have in the 
World. 6. Yea how ftravge is it, how many ſuch, 
whoſe Trade and Imploy ment lies moſt at Seo .. who 
thus have ſuch peculiar enforcing Arguments, to be 
lerious about Religion, yet are fo viſibly loole in 
their Walk, and Strangers to a Chriſtian .. 
Qs r. VIII L it je, there ave ſuch of that Tu- 
ployment , and I bepe not a "few, whoſe being conviace 
mmply Serious in the things of Gd, with a Cbriſlian 
| walk, 10 the credit of the Goſpel, is beyond Queſtion, 
Bu luce what you have Spoke , 4 to many of wheje, is 
to viſibly manifeſt , what are theſe preſſing Moser and 
e that ſuch, whoſe calling lt moſt on the _ 
Sea, bave # more than others ie 12 5 Religion arep'y 10 
Hear 98 


ANSW. You may Judge what a preſſing Call ſuenß | 
Wore to be in greateſt emneſt about their Eternal | ul 
ftate. 1. Who axe through moſt of their time ſo near ⁵ 
| borderivg with Eternity, in Dedths often : and their 3 
lite hanging fo frequeiſtly in ſuſpence before their 
Eyes. 2. Such, who cannot but have their Conlci- . 
jr oft ſtruck with the Senſe of a God-Head, by 
Teeing his Marvellous power ſhewed forth in the 
Depths, ſo as it may be ſaid, they live and converſe |” 
amongft | Wonders , to ſee that great Body of the See, | 
How it is with ſuch Advantage made paſſable for 


* Tranſport and Cominerce; * regular Courſe of its 
„ ä 
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664 ſerious Warning to Seamen. 
| ebbiags and flowings, with the ſingular uſe and ſub- 


ſexviency oi the Tides; how it is ſhut up allo with 
(Gates and Barres, and hath its apoinred Bounds, with- 
out which there could be no reaſon how a bank of 
Sand could reſtrain the great Oceans breaking forth. 
Q! what a Book is thus ſpread open for Sea-faring © 
Men to read, and bring near their thoughts with' | 
wondering, to Fear and Worſhip him, whoſe Voice 
% eien on the mighty Vaters; who turns the moſt 
impetuous Storm into a Calm at his pleaſure, which _ | 
1 


is 10 far above ali human reach, and cauſeth the 
 iweiling of an euraged Sea in a moment to know his 
Command and be ſtill. 3. What ought ſuch to be, 
10 have not only been oft Sarprized with prevents j 
ing Mercy, when they were not aware from daſh» ; 
in on {ome Shelve or Rock, or falling in on a bank ' © 
ot Sand , and thus brought out of greateſt hazard, 1 
even before they were put in Fear: But have oft 1 
_ hkewife been reſcued from the very Jaws of preſent . 
Death, in that manner, when no viſible or ordinary | 
I means could ever have Anſwered thereto. Oh? Can | 
21' ſuch deliverance be ſo eaſily forgot, and what were 
ben their thoughts of entering into endleſs Eternity, 
and meeting grim Death with ſuch a ſurpriſe? was it 
not chen a matter of earneſt to pray? Or would you 
then have dared to break forth into an Oath? yea 
K what a bleſſed State were you then made to reckon © 
5 thoſe in, who had been formerly ſerious about Re- 1 
4 ligion, and how ſoon may ſuch a Surpriſal meet you 
Again? 4. What ought ſuch to be, and are Ac> 
countable for, who know how many Thouſands 
have been Swallowed up in theſe devouring Depths, 
and hear of ſuch ordinary Shipwracks, whilſt they 
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ware yet preſerved? Oh! Doth not this marvellous 
long ſuffering and tenderneſs of the Lord have ſome 
fſerious voice ? Hath it yet never tended to melt your 
| Heart with Sorrow and Contrition , for fo fad a re- 
11 turn you have hitherto given to ſuch forbearance, 
J. What folemn and exprels engagements are many 
I! not moſt of ſuch under, and accountable for, which” 
their Lips have uttered, when trouble was upon them, 
+} and when they were at the very brink of Periſhing , 
+} that if lome extraordinary caft of Providence had 
||} © beendeferr'd but à very few Moments longer, they 
©? Hadbeenloft? Now let me ſeriouſly ask, what did 
you really intend ? Was it to deal deceitfully wick 
the moſt High, and be no more ſerious in the 
thoughts of this when ye were once at Land? If it 
be fo, how can you dare to pray and plead with the 
Holy Lord in a new Strpit ? Oh! let me beſeech you, 
lay this to Heart, and that to make uſe of your pre- 
fent Calmes at Sea, for making ſure your Eternal in- 
trat, would help to make a ſweet Calm within on 
your Seoul when à Stoum ariſes, 6 Let me but add 
this what Advantage ſuch have, who have ſo clear 
_ an emblem of their Lite and condition here fo fre- 
_ gnently before them, how thus they are under Sail, 
and moving to that Port where once the Anchor muſt 
be caft down never to be weighed again: yea how 
there can be no fate reckoning to get fate to that 
bleſſed, O bleffed and deſirable Porr of Glory, without 
knowing how their. courſe lyes, which from the 
Scripture is more infallibly clear, than they can be 
by any Cart or r Let me but further add, 
dow range it is to fee ſome of thefe, (5 far ſrom 
under the awe aud dread of God; that they are not 
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63 The neceſſity of firift obſerving the Sabbath. 


more concerned to put to Sea, and Work on the 82. 


bath , without any convincing neceſſity. than on ay 


other day? 


QvEs7T, IX. What, is there ſuch a meeeſſty * 


fili obſervance of the Sabbath, as thare is no Warrants 
: «ble Liberty, bath for Recreation, and Mens ordinary | 


 Bufmneſs, after the publick Worſhip ts once paſt * 


AxNsw. I hope you will not dare to debate, f. 


That the Cbriflian Sabbath hath by the Holy Ghoſt 
that impreſs and Authority put upon it, of being the 


Lords Day, a Day which is ſet apart and Conlecrate 
to him, on a higher Account, than the fitſt Creation, 


wherein God manifeſted in our Nature did veſi from all 


bu Works, for the Redemption of bis Church; and from 


The new Creation; and ſaw that all which be bad done 


was Very good; that Day never to be forgot, wherein 


. the Redemption of his Church being perfected, he 
had a full Acquittance for the whole Debt of his <- 


le& Church; that Day alſo on which his moſt uſual 
and Solemn Appearance to his Dilcibles after his Re- 


ſurreftion, was; and ſhall we deny ſuch a Tribute of 


our Obſervance thereof, on ſo great an Account, 
and to him, who hath given us cur time, and i, Lord 


of rhe Sabboth?* 2. Since it is the alone prerogative 


olf God to make a Day Holy, and that the h Dey of 
tbe Week is that piece ot our time, which is only [et 


apart for him under the New Teſtament, ſhould not 


ſuch a Solemn and Conſecrate time be applyed to Spir- 
itual Duties? and is the higheſt of Sacrilegge to turn 


that which 18 Holy to civil or common Actions, hen 


they are no Works of neceſſity or mercy, for then 1s 


ſuch a Day no more Holy but common, 3. You know 


how deep the Fropbanation thereof hath — i 
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tovoking cauſe of what had thus betallen them. 


: N Should not thele dreadful marks of the holy Fade 3 A 


God, which have been thus put botk on Person and 


Places, have an awe and dread on Mens Conſeiences; 


yea ſuch inftances, with theſe ſignai and coyvincing 


 Circumftances, as all might ſee, WHO looked but at 4 
Diſtance thereon, the ftroke pointing as with a Fin- 


ger, at the provoking cauſe? 5. Do we hope tor an 


everlaſting Sablath in Heaven, whilſt here a few! 
Hours in Spiritnal converſe with God, and the Souls; 
reſting and folacing it ſelf in him, is fo burdenſome 
a Work; yea, whilft it is ſure, the greateſt of de- 


lights and pleaſure known upon the Earth are theſe 
Which are Spiritual, to ſuch as ever knew what it is 
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in all times bis Word Goth good to them that walk 
| - uprightly. But it may be clear. 1. How ſuch de- 
| gies of Peace, Comfort, and Aſſurance of the Truth 
5 bath ſtill kept lone a 10 Jome more . 
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th Weare Jaded Geiten in trying Times, But oY 


ider alio. 1; What great Confirmation have been tiven 


in to the Iruth, ere our Night grew fo Dark, and 
have now loft tight of them all. 2, What kept the 
Sams from ſiuking an Hundred Trars paft, when to 
be burnt at the Sake for the Truth was one of the 
moſt uſual Lefſons of Chriſtianity; and to quit all 


tor Jelus Chritt? Yea, whenee was it, that theit 


Strength and Retolution grew, as the Tide grew 
ſtrong againſt them? 3. Look through the whole of 
the Scripture, and on the Churches condition under 
the New Teſtamant, aud I am ſute, nothing can be 


more clear than this, that the greateſt triamph that 
ever Jelus Cu iſt hath had in his tollowers, Was net in 


calm and proſperous tunes from without, but when ö 


they were at tie loweſt, 
Qs r. II. But bow is it in ſuch times of abound». 


ing lig br, as theſe now ave, that theſe great conforma» 
tions of the trur b, which were then given in by the Sattts, 


are now [0 rare, you viuch unknown 60 mob of ths Cen- 
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anstlier manner known amongſt Mis followers, than 
it ſeems to be at this Day; ard Oh! How rare a 

e eee 
ho ſenſible Grounds to be comfotting? 3. Thougn 


4. 2. Then was. the life of Faith, @ following | 


former Ages had not that meaſure. of light which ie 


now, yet it may be ſeen how the awe and Autharity 
thereof was in another manner on the Conſcience f 
Chriſtians, and their Work to live Religion, When 
there was no viſible inducement to p:ofeſs the fame, 
; but for the Truths ſake; bur rbey endured, as ſeeing 
Bim who is invifible, and did live and feed on the very _ 
Marrow and Subſtance of Religion in another man- 
ner, than ſeems by the moſt of Proteſſors now to be 
„xs r. III. Woat might be the moft Efeliual mean 
For recovery and te be led in the way of the promiſe of 
the Lords returning with. theſe wonted Signs of bis Pres 
ſence, when it ſeems to be ſo dark aud diſmal an How 
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nom on the Church? , „„ ond ws. 
 Anzw. I hope with ſome Aſſurance I may oſfe 
theſe. ' . That ſuch as love the Truth would with 
greateſt Seriouſneſs watch againſt the preſene Public, 
and prevai ling Evil of the times, to have their Gars 
ments kept from the ſmalleſt touch and defilemente 
thereof; I mean ſuch Evils, alter which the Multi- 
tude moſt runs, where the Countenance and favour- 
able Aſpect of great Men ſeems moſt to follow, and 
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Some preſent Duties of the Time. 6 
Vonſcience, and have a more difficult recovery than 
| "other peclonal in firmities, and a ſevere withſtanding 
| "thereto lead in to moſt ſenſible Enjoyments of the 
"Spirit of God © 2 Let us Enquire where the Tefing- 
W of the preſent Day to the Truth doth moit he, which 
"may be more peculiar to fome of the reformed Churches 
of Chrift thai! others; for in a cloſe Adherence there- 
| to we may aſſuredhy hope for the outletting of the 
| . *Spirit of God, from his own Proniiſe of having a 
{  Therial reſp: & thereto, Rev. 3. 10 and 12. 11 and. 
'| herein ſboulu che Truch make you Free. It hath been 
| "the Bleſſed diſpotal of the Lord, that this great In- 3 
| _ «ferefi-ct Chriſt in his being King and Head over lis - 
| Church, and the alune Lawgiver thereto, and that bis 
| | Ving dom 1s not only within an the Souls of the Ele, but 
dur bis Church, «4 4 vinble Politick Body diſtinc from 
all ide Kingdoms of tbe Earth, is that great Truth, 
which the Church of Scotland barb now in theſe late timer 
bad moſt peculiarly Affigned ro WirneſS for. Yea this 
great truth we may fee not there alone, but elſe where 
mot viſibly oppoſed, and I hope W1ll be awned, 29 yy 
the Common cauſe of al} the Relormed Churches, to 1 
whom this Crown and Supremacy of their glorious 
Head ſhould be dearce, than all their intereſts with- 4X 
in time. Great is that Peace and Joy will be found 
nin a cloſe Adherence thereto, a more large outpower- 
14 ing of che Spirit might be hoped for to follow this 
| Teſtimony, when it is now called tor in the Seafon 
+ _ thereof, 3. What a hopeful preſage were it of the 
||, Lords return in this Day, if both private Chriſtians, 
and -Miniſters of the Goſpel were found mare preſt 
to bring into thbemlelves their deep Acceſſion sand 
mate in the provoking cauſe of this great Pratt nu 
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Dae might ſhine forth? we might then «fluredly 
hape for ſome more viſible Sigus of bis preſence, and 
a more zoint uniting in kuowing both the cauſe an 

Cure ot our greateft Diſtermpers, 4. What a Blefled 

 Affay ſhould this be to the Churches healing, it's 


\& wth more. defire and Intenſeneſs tollowed ; who have 


1/6 only for the Credit of the Goſpel, and promoting the = 
| itt intereſt thereof, but as a Seal of our Love and Obes 
diener to him? Ob! that fo few are found with that 


b 
Ie in the Duſt, that the u{ſporred 44, map ee by 


greater oneneS amongſt the Godly in theſe times, Were 


this, ab though this great Dnty of mutual Freedom, 


_ prudent tenderneſs to others; as might tend to a tar» 


tereſt be dearer to us, than our Selves; and Chriſti- 
ans will not then long be at ſo fad a Diſtance with 
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that bleſſed ſtrife ſhould moſt appear, how to firive 
together, and not againſt. other for the intereſt of 
Chriſt. Nea with this I muſt add, that which Chriſt- 
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Suitable weight on their Spirits to be concetned im 
could not be managed with thar humble ceding, and 


ther cementing in love; yes to go together in others 
. hand without any Jarr. Let the things of God have 
2 preference to our own things, and our Maſters in · 


others; both in their Judgments and Aﬀections, but : 


ians ſhould much ſtudy; aud fo Natively reſolves in 
mutual Love and Condeſcendence one to another, 418 
bHumility, which when Corruption cauſeth the mind 
to {well, will quickly help it to fall; aud how ſad is 
it, that ſuch a- Name is not with greateſt Abhor- 


eping in 


this with ſuch expreſneſs left by our great Maſter. not 
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other Head and Leader th ? who 3 Paul? or 
whe.is.Appollo;? Or have we another intereſt it we 


hope through Grace to be accepted of him at his" $e-" 
cond Coming, but his Truth to contend for, which 
without any perſona] quarrel or hit rerneſs, weſhouid 
with Levi know neither Father nor Brother * Bat Ou! 
Waat we loſe oft in the very manner of our deport 
and following ot Duty. when there may be a ſerious 
Aim on both ſides zt one and the ſame Scope which 
calls much for a being alone, in à near Fellowſhip | 
þ wth God;, to meet together with more Advantage, 
Qurs r IV. But you fee under what reproach the © 
0 of the Lord is at this Day, and how much the Cre- 
Ait of the Truth ſuffers by ſore and Iobtele Aeta. ; 
thut are caſt thereon. _ 
Axsw. I. What? doth this ſhake any, or ren- 
der the Truth doubtful, if ever they knew the power _ 
and certainty thereof on their Soul? for it is fare, re- 
5 hgion will never Joſe Weight with thoſe who know: 
it in Earneft , under te greateſt Cloud of Detraction 
And Contempt. 2. What can the furtheſt Eſſays ok 
ſuch reach, who dare not avowedly deny the Scrip- 
ture, but are enforced to den that which breaketa 
all their deſigns, ſince it is enough, the Teſtimony 
ol God in his Word is ſure ? nor can the Sun ceaſe to 
ſhine, whatever thick Vapours may Darken the Air 
2 little to us. 3. Do but ask the greateſt Reproacher 
of Godlineſs, what his houghts are, when Dearh. 
Is looking him in the ace, if be will put this in his 


+ Teftament, or adventure to Seal ſuch a Witneſs with 
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5 2 ws , the Pmwer of Religion. own in their way E 


Axsw. FEtiend, this is one of the fad Miſtakes 
| oſt art in, but jet me beteech you cone a littig 
more near, and then ſee and judge whar true Pegos 
and quiet ſuch have, whatever pteſent n : 
"they may be under from the World. 1. Who ares (6 
olt at Work, how to Bridle their Conſcience to krame 
diverſiong, aud find ont ſome falſe Grounds of Pesce, 
whilſt the Tiuth ot God upon any near Approach Tf 


ſo vikible a terrout to them. 2 Why do theſe hute 


a ſearching Miniſtry fo much though the Word name 
none ? Is it not becaule the light torments them, aud 
they cannot ſtand before it? aud are ſuch to be enn y- 
ccd by any? 3. How is the denſe of Guilt, and of 
their former. way. ſo Affrighting upon a: Surprizing 
ſtrait, or à near Approach to Death? or would you - 
wiſh to Dye with ſuch, on whoſe very Countenance 


may be oft Read, (let them canceal never fo much! 


theſe dreadful preſages and fear of a Judgment to comp? 


Aud is not M icbadueſa a viſible puniſhment to e Q 


Sell, which with ſuch a ſting and fear is haunted; as 
it may be ſecu, when they ſeek moſt to outdare their " 
* Conſcience, they find it ſtronger than they, and 


Mt | wilt no ground of Fear or Trouble is from without, 


Vet * ; dreadtul Sound is in their Ear, of what is 0 
come 15 Why are theſe under ſuch dread to be a- 
lone, and thus in any meaſure ſerious with their Soul, - 
to look but over their own Caſe, and is this a deſire- 
. * or ne? - 6. Aud whence is it that ſa 
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* „ho have moſt derided hofineſs in their dy, 
Are pre ed to enquire and call tor fome ſerious | ter 
ebe; yes to deſite ſueh mot, whim they h tel 
before, when Death once is dealing with them? 4; 0 
Qurs r. VI. But whilſt the timer we are nom Va 

in are jo remarkably” ſad and afuting, what can TH \ 
 Righreous do, or would mot help _—_ the imbitceri fg 
7 doubles and Griefs of a Cb iſtiau Life? e 
4 Any, Let us conſider 1. How Sticks of the” 
Seri ipture is peculiarly Writ for the died," aud tack 
a8 have no viſiblevelp or comfort. 2. That the very 


Trial, leaſt his ſhare be with the World, and ſuch 
were Baſtards, not Sons?” 6. It you can Read the moſt, 
dark and faddeft Providence with that Cominentary 0 
the Setipture thereon, you will then Know how the 
Saints Affl ctions Rand for Biefinge , Martb 5" ». 10. 
11. and arverſe Temptations to de a Sold ground of 
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Nature of Ahiction and Trouble is ſo far chafigedd f a 
its being Sanet fiedly exerciſing, as inſtead df Hin 1 
to be mad Medicinal. 3. Are not the Chriſtians 
ſaddeſt Hours om as Swift à courſe, as their time; and 
each Hour ad Day putting by ſome part of its ap- \ 
1 Meafure? Tea though ſome Tbeuſands of | 1 
Croſſes ſhould be alloted you, they will come to one 
at laſt. 43. A few Hours under the pain of a Bid 
$piri7, and the Terrours of the Wrath of God, would 
make ſuch to reckon u treedom from this, ( though with 
the foreſt Affliction) were a tweet Calm and Deliver- 
ance, 5. Is not à Sanctified Ces, without any bounds : 
ſet to the Meaſure thereof, one of the moſt expreſs | 
Soripture Signs of the Love of God to his own: the N 
Wait Nee might indeed be the Chriſtians loreſt 1 


5 FV , e eee e 


4 1 
# * 
; N 


/ 


7 
f 


— . 


a 


* > * ver tha "$4 we } a | 
25 : os . * * F * 18 V4 " 9 * * * + C 4 ed" n 44 ot ws 4 * * Y 1 2 % * 
* Þ \ 7 * e 1 . 135 * N enn * 
/ 8 5 | | | 11 
5 4 
« 7 | 
iy * p o o 4 : 
Ny * * A * 4 4 * * y Y 2 
„ 8 


* 


Nam 


- 
4 


ts eats 1 as Oy”, TIC 8 21 3 W 1 5 \ 4 
2 l 8 24 FS 4 4 N 8 7 
ene een. g. 2 ———— 7 IO ; Y 
4 # 


| 

| 
RY 
| 
5 
| 


42 


- 


3 ——— emo ]˙üàAA . 2 


, 


">; ba, ae 
e * . 4 * 2 


3 — b 
—— —„ r eee ee "Eg: 


y #*37 + x), 2222 n * e 
* . 9 
* A 1 
r 


1 1 p £ 
*. 1 


(EAN . % 209 a 
" nd 4 
bh hd” 
* 
* ot 
C 4 
"mee i 
&7 
- 3 
1 F " 4 N 5 
& 
0 + | 
| : 
« 


* 7 
4 TYPE p 
* * 4 LP 1 
0 & 
f & 


The gain and fruits of a ſanflified Aplic ion 


As w. it is ſure, no Seaſon hath been more Rr. 
markeable for Sowing to the Spirit, and bringing 
| * forth much Fruit to the Lord, than a time of the 

Oos, and moſt ſearching Trials that way; and theſe + 

hive been known'to ſuch as were ſmtably Exerciſed 
thereby; the Gain and Pleaſure whereof hath made 
the Remembrance of their faddeft Hours ſweet, 1;. 
When Contrition and Tenderneſs, and ſoft waiking be- 
fore the Lord hath followed thereon; for ſuch are his 
delight, in whom he takes greateſt Plealure, Eſar, 
58. v. 15. 2. Humilicy und the Chriſtians geting his 
Spirit kept low, is ſuch a Fruit, as may make their 
reckoning Sweet on any other loſs; the way te know 
lo to abound, is to know bow 20 be Abaſed, Phil 4, 
12. and this is one of the peculiar ends of Afflicting 

Providences, to hide Pride from Men. Fob, 33. 17. 0 
'  Vlefſed they who are no leſs concerned to hue it from 
themſelves. 3. Is it not a pleaſant Fuit, where, by. 
the cr Jeſus Chriſt is more endeared to his People, 
and thus Precious unte them; their Soul cleaveth to ? 
hun in defire and love, even when their Soul cleaveth- 
to the Duſt by a humbling Rod? O what a Rent and 
© Tribute is this, which in the Chriſtians ſaddeſt heurs 

only can be payed unto their bleſſed Maſter? 4 A 
through Reſignarion and Surrender to the Lord and his 
diſpoſal, is a rare and choice Improvement of the 
Dog. Yea it is then found, a Chriſtian to be neareſt - 

' hfs mercy,” and his burden moſt ſenſibly grows light; 
and that this makes a ſpeedy ripening far times of 
reſteſhment from the pretence of the Lord. 5. This 
\ great Fruit is then to be ſought after by belreverng' - 

in bope, when it is againit hope, which is one oft e 
| higheſt pieces of 1 for giving Glory #0 God 
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74 ns er Truths, Wwe 3 hould 4 eff with | : 
that a Ciinſizan here can be called to, and thus for 


ing to their Seal that God ws true, 6. It is at the 
Bu {1 Chriſtians have the moſt remarkable advant- 


We, by patient enduring for being mers than Cnque- 


rors through bim that hath loved them, Row. 8. v. 37. I 


yea that thus the Power of Chrift reſting upon them, may 


have in ſuch a greater Triumph, and over « more for- 
. Party, than ever Ale ander or e could 98 


aft of in all their Conqueſts. 
Orrs. VIII. Vbilſt ir may be ftrange, hou faul 


4 Proportion the Praftice of moſt in theſe Times ſeem'to 8 
baue to their Light, and Mens uſual Converſe with Re- 
gion more about rhe uppermoſt Boughs, than to lie noar 


bes great and weighty Things thereof , what might moſt 


belp to put ſome deeper Impreſſion and weight of a 0. | 


ans Work om him, and provoke 10 Seriouſneſs, by b 
Joe greateſt Truths moſt Fequently keps in fight? 


© Axsw, You know, it is not the moſt marvellons 
Things of Religion, nor if one ſpoulu riſe. from the 
dead could deeply work upon the Heart without the 
Spirit of God. But ] muſt tell you what was the de- 
xe of a Judicious Farber 10 4 bopeleſs don, when be was _ | 
3 25 that be would but once a Day take balf an How 
alen 
dn, afterward that young Man had, what this deſire 
might mean, was bleſſed to be a Means of his Reco- 
Ohl if moſt who are profeſſed Chriſtians were 
| 2 once this length, that beide ſome retirement to 
Prayer, they could but for a few Moments be ane 
"Fs Tx 4 Day to confider theſe Truchs, which I ſhall 
here Inftance. . 1. What were deſirable and comfort- - 
Fin the State of Man, if it looked not higher than 


bimſelf, which upon Trial and ſome deep Refiefti> 


very: 


"Bip 


$ leon, or Is. 1 8 H in the World ? 
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Jom great truths, wo ſbould oft converſe with. 78 
2. How ſwiftly ate the Enjoy ments of the Earth, and + 
Delights of the Fleſh gone and periſhed in the preſent 
uůſe thereof? 3. O what ſhould this be to think ſe- 

_  *riouſly'on, that the Grſpel is an wdoubred Reality, and 
ſo far hath the holy God been mindful of Man and 
_ + magnifics him, yea even beyond fallen Angels, that 
' »1Feſus Cbriſi ſould bave come domi to the World to make 


a purchaſe of ſuch to himſelf, and fave them fromjthe 
Wrath that is to come? 4 That the import of the 


SGeolpel is no leis than an ererntiy of Glory, even to 


the meaneſt of the Saints; and what a bleſſed ſtrait 


were this for a Chriſtian; hew to divide his wonder - 


mat know ſhortly what it means, and to enter into 
Another World. O what will this once be, and 
_ -»ſhould it not now. deeply concern each, that Death 


"come 110p-08-al} ar once, by more frequent and ſerious 


converſe therewith? 6+ Let us hut now bring near our + 
Thoughts, what Thoughts ye ſhall have of the World, * 

When our Eyes are ſhutting upon it, never to enjoy. + |, 

this any more? And what Thoughts that marvellons 
Change muſt cauſe on Mens Spiri, when once entred 
Into endleſs Eternity 7. How marveltons is 188 | 
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| ſame great truths, we frould 0 ft to converſe wit * 0 k | 


that may cauſe our Hearts to fail with wondering on 
lome near Con vexſe therewith, that not only there is 
ſuch a hope as to be for ever in Heaven, but that our 
Na-ure mould be fo far advanced, even above the 
Mature of Angels, in that unconceiveable Union wth _ 
the divine Nature conjoined fer ever, in our bleſled + 
Head and Redeemer, 8. And what ſhould this be BY: 
to think on, that our Bodies, when laid in the Duſt, 
ſhall not only be aſſuredly raiſed, but made like to 
the Blorious Body of Chriſt, Phil, . [i 
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